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ARRL Thanks Official Observers, as Volunteer
Monitor Program is Set to Debut

09/24/2019

As the September 30 date for the closing of the Official Observer program

nears, ARRL has expressed deep appreciation to the hundreds of 

volunteers who gave their time as Official Observers (OOs) to help 

preserve the integrity of the Amateur Radio frequencies.

The Official Observer program has served the Amateur Radio community 

and assisted the FCC Enforcement Bureau for more than 85 years. The 

OO program is giving way to the new Volunteer Monitor (VM) program, 

established as part of a formal partnership between ARRL and the FCC. 

ARRL and the FCC signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) earlier this year that establishes the Volunteer 

Monitor program as a successor to the Official Observers. The first 

Volunteer Monitors should be in place and ready to begin their duties this 

fall.

“Thank you for your dedication and service,” ARRL Regulatory 

Information Manager Dan Henderson, N1ND, said. “It was the good work 

of the OOs over many years that laid the foundation for the FCC to 

recommend this new agreement for enforcement.” The FCC proposed the

program following the closures of several FCC regional offices and a 

reduction in field staff.

Last February, Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH, who once handled Amateur 

Radio enforcement for the FCC, was named to oversee the development 

and implementation phases of the Volunteer Monitor program.

Under the new VM program, volunteers trained and vetted by ARRL will 

monitor the airwaves and gather evidence that could be used to correct 

misconduct as well as to recognize exemplary on-air operation. ARRL will

refer instances of flagrant violation to the FCC for action, in accordance 

with FCC guidelines, and the FCC will give priority to enforcement cases 

mailto:n9oqk@charter.net
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developed by the VM program.

Official Observers were invited to apply to become Volunteer Monitors, 

and many did. The requirements for being a Volunteer Monitor include:

+ Ability to utilize state-of-the-art receiving equipment and to access no-

cost remote receive sites; strong writing and communication skills

+ An understanding of the importance of thorough documentation

+ Basic word processing and data entry skills

+ The ability to send such information, including recordings, to ARRL 

electronically.

Applicants also must be ARRL members, have no history of FCC 

enforcement action, hold a Technician or higher license class, and been 

licensed for at least 3 years.

Applicants underwent a training and certification program administered by

ARRL and were vetted by ARRL through at least one oral interview and a 

preliminary evaluation by ARRL staff. Volunteer Monitors will serve 3-year

terms at the pleasure of ARRL. 



Monthly Calendar of Events



 Madison County 

     Traffic Net 

Sundays 6:30 pm Local 

146.79 repeater pl 127.3 

Madison County 

  WinLink Net 

Test message will be sent out 

On or about the first of every month 

Contact Bob 

 AA9FQ@ARRL.Net or via Winlink 



REMINDER!!!!! Illinois AND Missouri!

"Each day, law enforcement officers, firefighters, emergency response
personnel, and highway workers encounter situations which place
their lives in jeopardy while protecting the citizens of Illinois. This

legislation helps to ensure that they can perform those duties out of
harm’s way."

Penalties for violating Scott’s Law include:

a fine of not more than $10,000 suspension of driving privileges for a
period of up to a year but not less than 90 days for damaging another
person’s property suspension of driving privileges for a period of not
less than180 days but no more than two years for injuring another
person a two-year suspension of driving privileges for causing the

death of another person. 

The ISP encourages motorists to follow these precautions when
approaching an emergency vehicle with its lights activated:

Slow down and proceed with caution. Yield the right-of-way by
changing into a lane not immediately adjacent to the emergency

vehicle. Be prepared to pull over to the right-hand side of the
roadway and stop if directed to do so. Be watchful of the movement
of emergency personnel and equipment. ISP advised the legislation
applies to all vehicles displaying flashing lights, including highway

maintenance vehicles. 



St. Louis ARES Calander 

October 2019

•5 - St. Louis Metro ARES® Simulated Emergency Test 
When: October 5, 2019 (Saturday) 
Where: To be announced 
Who to contact: To be announced 
Details: 
Yearly ARES Simulated Emergency Test, details to be announced
•7 - St. Louis Metro ARES® Planning & Development meeting 
When: October 7, 2019 (Monday), 7:00 PM 
Where: Barnes-Jewish West County Hospital
Private Dining Room (go through the downstairs cafeteria)
Barnes-Jewish West County Hospital
12634 Olive Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63141
(Click here for a map and directions.) 
Who to contact: Open meeting, you do not need to contact anyone. 
Details: 
Planning & Development meeting
•14 - St. Louis Metro ARES® general meeting 
When: October 14, 2019 (Monday), 7:30 PM 
Where: Barnes-Jewish West County Hospital
Private Dining Room (go through the downstairs cafeteria)
Barnes-Jewish West County Hospital
12634 Olive Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63141
(Click here for a map and directions.) 
Who to contact: Open meeting, you do not need to contact anyone. 
Details: 
General meeting

November 2019

•11 - St. Louis Metro ARES® general meeting 
When: November 11, 2019 (Monday), 7:30 PM 
Where: Barnes-Jewish West County Hospital
Private Dining Room (go through the downstairs cafeteria)
Barnes-Jewish West County Hospital
12634 Olive Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63141
(Click here for a map and directions.) 
Who to contact: Open meeting, you do not need to contact anyone. 
Details: 
General meeting

December 2019

http://www.stlares.org/bjwch-dir.html
http://www.stlares.org/bjwch-dir.html
http://www.stlares.org/bjwch-dir.html


•2 - St. Louis Metro ARES® Planning & Development meeting 
When: December 2, 2019 (Monday), 7:00 PM 
Where: Barnes-Jewish West County Hospital
Private Dining Room (go through the downstairs cafeteria)
Barnes-Jewish West County Hospital
12634 Olive Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63141
(Click here for a map and directions.) 
Who to contact: Open meeting, you do not need to contact anyone. 
Details: 
Planning & Development meeting
•9 - St. Louis Metro ARES® general meeting 
When: December 9, 2019 (Monday), 7:30 PM 
Where: Barnes-Jewish West County Hospital
Private Dining Room (go through the downstairs cafeteria)
Barnes-Jewish West County Hospital
12634 Olive Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63141
(Click here for a map and directions.) 
Who to contact: Open meeting, you do not need to contact anyone. 
Details: 
General meeting

© 2018 St. Louis Metro ARES® 

http://www.stlares.org/bjwch-dir.html
http://www.stlares.org/bjwch-dir.html




An Announcement From The Antenna Builders Guild

We are going to refocus the Antenna Builder's Guild to being builder's and designers and operators 
like we used to be. Each meeting will have a theme in a series of basic antenna building. Beginning 
with calculating and cutting dipoles and loops, then learning about and winding the various baluns, 
understanding and building ladder line and comparing it to coax, designing and building yagi's, and 
understanding coupling colinear elements.
We'll still plan trips to Pere Marquette and other places of radio interest. Feel free to suggest and 
location. Also, we've have helped raise QTH antennas in the past and will continue to do so as needed.

Next gathering is at Pleasant Ridge Park on 31 August. 

The 2 meter Antenna Building Contest is 14 Sept.

2019-2020 building dates.
2 Nov, Egyptian Radio Clubroom, 2606 Washington Street, Granite City

7 Dec, Egyptian Radio Clubroom 

4 Jan, Egyptian Radio Clubroom 

15 Feb, Egyptian Radio Clubroom 

14 Mar, Egyptian Radio Clubroom 

4 Apr, Pleasant Ridge Park, 401 Pleasant Ridge Road, Fairview Heights 

2 May, Pleasant Ridge Park

13 June, Pleasant Ridge Park

18 July, Pleasant Ridge Park

1 Aug, Pleasant Ridge Park

19 Sept, Pleasant Ridge Park

18 Oct, IL QSO Party

73 Dennis KM9O
GROL PG00045411

__._,_.___

Posted by: millerd18@yahoo.com 

 



Nevada ARES/RACES Members Deploy for “Storm Area 51” Event
09/19/2019

A social media joke early this summer setting up a “Storm Area 51, they Can’t Stop Us All” group now 

has spiraled into emergency declarations in two Nevada counties and spurred an Amateur Radio 

Emergency Service (ARES®)/Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service (RACES) deployment of 

personnel and equipment. Some predictions say the “Storm Area 51” event will draw thousands — 

many possibly ill-equipped to be out in the desert environment — to the Nevada Test and Training 

Range, which contains the US Air Force facility known as Area 51. ARES teams plan to staff and 

support six incident-specific locations along the 50-mile event corridor known as Extraterrestrial 

Highway, starting on September 19 and continuing until September 24. ARES/RACES personnel in 

Nevada began gearing up for Storm Area 51 on Monday, and Storm Area 51 visitors already have 

begun showing up.

Secrecy surrounding Area 51 has long fascinated and inspired conspiracy theorists, who believe alien 

life forms recovered by the US military following UFO sightings in the 1950s are still being kept there. 

The events this week prompted stern warnings from the military to stay away from the site, and the FAA

is reported to have closed the airspace above the area.

In June, 20-year-old Facebook user Matty Roberts called for crowds of people to rush Area 51 in the 

Nevada desert, to “see them aliens” that some believe are being held as prisoners there. Within days, 

more than 2 million indicated they were taking up Roberts’ rallying cry, and another 1.5 million 

expressed interest in doing so. At that point, Roberts declared that his initial post was just a joke. 

Multiple Facebook sites have opened since, promoting a huge music festival dubbed “Alienstock” in 

Rachel, a town of about 50 residents, and an Area 51 Basecamp in Hiko. Other UFO-inspired events 

are popping up along desolate Nevada Highway 375, Extraterrestrial Highway, effectively creating a 

venue more than 50 miles long, as no other roads exist into or out of Rachel. Reports say that hundreds

of law enforcement officers and medical personnel will be posted, along with the Nevada National 

Guard.

Preliminary estimates of attendance have run as high as 100,000, and as low as 15,000. With virtually 

no local infrastructure and faced with the possibility of being overrun by visitors, officials in Lincoln and 

Nye counties declared states of emergency. When the events were first announced in late August, 

Lincoln County Sheriff Kerry Lee, assisted by the Nevada Department of Emergency 

Management/Homeland Security (NDEM), found little time to prepare. Surrounding counties and 

agencies are pitching in with equipment and 350 personnel.

Lincoln County, where Rachel sits, has just 5,000 inhabitants, and virtually all of the land is owned by 

the federal government. The county has just 20 law enforcement officers.

Emergency medical and fire protection services are nonexistent in Rachel. Volunteers staff a single 

ambulance, a fire truck, and a rescue vehicle. The nearest small hospital is 85 miles away, and the 

closest major hospital or trauma care is 150 miles away in Las Vegas. Telecommunication and other 

services are sparse to nonexistent along the highway, and Rachel has just one business — a small 

bar/café/motel combination. Its proprietor told the Associated Press, “It’s happening. We already have 

people from all over the world.”



Given the spotty telecommunications, Amateur Radio could play an essential role in the event. Lincoln 

County’s 30 radio amateurs are either unable to deploy due to age or they’re already deployed in some 

other emergency response role, so Lincoln County ARES Emergency Coordinator Charles Reifsnyder, 

AD7OY, has recruited ARES personnel from throughout the state to support operations. Back-up 

resources outside the area will remain on alert. — Thanks to John Bigley, N7UR

  



The Cliff Cave VE Team was founded by SK Harry Nordman, ABØSX  

AMATEUR RADIO EXAMS 
 

WALK-INS ARE WELCOME! PLEASE CALL AHEAD IF POSSIBLE. 
DOORS OPEN AT 6PM! 

 
CLIFF CAVE BRANCH, ST. LOUIS COUNTY LIBRARY 

5430 TELEGRAPH RD, OAKVILLE, MO 63129 

The Cliff Cave VE Team will be giving the exams on these dates: 

2019 

July 2nd & 16th 

August 20th & 27th 

September 3rd & 17th 

October 1st & 15th 

November 7th & 19th 

December 3rd & 17th 

To register or for further information, contact: 

CVE David Bartholomew, Extra, ABØTO, 314-894-7631 – davidbartholomew@yahoo.com 
CVE Roland Kramer, Extra, WØRL, 314-481-8846 – w0rl@att.net 
CVE Peter B. Brisbine, Extra, NØMTH, 314-894-9395 – n0mth.pb@gmail.com 
CVE Ed Berkel, Extra, AEØEB, 314-401-1767 – ae0eb.eb@gmail.com 
VE Kevin Naumann, Extra, NØWDG, Quality Assurance, 636-296-8056 – n0wdg@att.net 
VE Jerry Phillips, Extra, W7AP, QA, 702-280-4915 – w7ap.jp@gmail.com 
VE Sheila Phillips, Extra, WØSMP, QA, 702-277-2501 – sheilalvnv@gmail.com 
VE Kenneth Simila, Extra, KCØVMY, 636-349-5584 – krsimila@sbcglobal.net 
VE Mike Bien, Extra, KBØPDL, 314-724-0232 – mbien007@sbcglobal.net 
VE John Mountain, Extra, KJØMTN, 314-308-2661 – kj0mtn@sbcglobal.net 
VE Charlie Wilmes, Extra, KCØHXB, 636-225-7209 – kc0hxb@arrl.net 
VE John B. Telker, Extra, NØTH, 314-894-1545 – n0th@arrl.net 
VE Wayne Gmachl, Extra, KDØNEO, 314-303-3752 – kd0neo@gmail.com 
VE Jon P. Schaumann, Extra, WØKZ, 314-822-3732 – jps@byu.net 
VE Janelle Brisbine, Extra, NØMTI, 314-894-9395 – n0mti.jh@gmail.com 
VE Roy Tribble, Extra, KØTRB, 314-494-5911 – roy.tribble@outlook.com 
VE Tom McKleroy, Extra, W9XO, 314-309-0532 – mckleroy@att.net 
VE Dean Larson, Extra, WB0EYA, 314-631-1489 – wb0eya@arrl.net 
VE Dale Holloway, Extra, K4EQ, 636-221-8808 – dale@k4eq.net 
 

 

 

 

ARRL Advisor & C/LVE: 
Harry Steger, Extra, WØHMS, 314-894-2136 – hjsteger@earthlink.net 

DON’T FORGET! 

Two forms of ID (one 

must be a photo) 

$15 CASH 

A signed-copy of your 

current license or a 

recent CSCE if 

upgrading 

Non-programmable 

calculator (if using) 

NO SMARTPHONES 

OR SMARTWATCHES 

ALLOWED IN TESTING 

AREA 

 

Check out our website at 
www.cliffcaveve.com 
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The Cliff Cave VE Team was founded by SK Harry Nordman, ABØSX  

 

2019 
 

 
 

Note the Back-to-Back change for August 
 

Note the Thursday change for November 



Meeting Minutes for Thursday September 5th, 2019

Present: Jason Cato KB9LBC,  Chuck Hoxsey KD9JKP, Bill Dusenbery N9OQK, 
John Fuesting KD9DXD, Bill Schmidt WA0JCO,  Jack Leverich KC9KY, Bob Young W9MO, 

John Sundstrom WA0LIS, Larry Unfried WA9KJV, Tom McConnell KF9TOM,  
Nolan Zobrist KA9VKC, Terry Bell N9BEL, Jim Williamson KD9FQC, Brian Matejka Jr., 

Randy Bastian KC9MZ, Brian Matejka Sr., Lisa Hoxsey, Jennifer Cato, Marty Schultz N9PPJ, 
and David Miller KF9EV.

Treasury report given By John Fuesting.  Current balance $9,534.48.  No questions or comments given.
Report accepted.

Repeater report given by Marty Schultz.  79 was checked and found to be within specifications, but 
suspect that cell phone equipment on the tower is interfering with our radiating pattern.  Need to 
contact AT&T to find out what has changed.  76 seems to have a bit of a desense problem.  Thinking 
about replacing it with 79's back up repeater.  Bill Schmidt suggested atmospherics were to blame. 

 90th Celebration – getting Key to club room from Marty, to give to Chuck, so he can get in on Saturday
the 7th for the 90th Celebration.  Food will be provided for those who come in to operate the radios. 

Toys for tots – Larry Unfried is covering the toys for tots with Beltline Chiropractic.

Christmas Party -  Jason Cato is handling.  Has a reminder in his phone to call Uncle Linny's on 
October 1st to set it up this year. 

Club Testing – Only one candidate today, passed his tech class. 13 years old. 
Next testing session will be November 7th.

Minutes Submitted by Jason Cato.



Announcements

Tower Setup For Sale
70 feet of Rohn 45g.
Accessories included are;
flat top,
concrete plate,
2 thrust bearings,
2 rotor plates, 
and a Tail Twister II rotor.
The whole setup is priced to 
move at $900.00.  
It is located in Baldwin, IL.

Also Available separately are the 
following antennas;

M2 18XXX,

M2 5 Element 6M Beam,

ChrisCraft Rotatable Dipole
(Will need rebuilding),

and a 22 element 432 beam.

Please contact, Mark 
Theobald, W9KUF at 618-
214-2522 for further 
information.

For those of you that have 
any announcements, 
please feel free to email me
at kb9lbc@gmail.com so I 
can include them in the 
newsletter.
----------------------------------------------------------------------

mailto:kb9lbc@gmail.com


Advertisements
The Podunk Hollow News is a monthly publication of the
Egyptian Radio Club, Inc. Advertising space is available in 
the Podunk Hollow News at $12.00 per business card size 
ad per year. Larger advertising space is available, per 
month or per year. All advertisers are welcome in the 
Podunk Hollow News.  Ads are now clickable.

5800 North Illinois Street,
Fairview Heights, IL 62208

(618)257-3000
The Egyptian Radio Club uses only Heil

Headsets and Microphones.
Watch HamNation on TWiT-TV, every

Wednesday at 8pm Central.
Or download it later from TwiT-TV.

http://twit.tv/hn
http://twit.tv/hn
http://dandlantenna.com/
http://www.heilsound.com/
https://www.facebook.com/El-Rodeo-Mexican-Restaurant-130804797262476/
https://www.drpeppersnapplegroup.com/
https://www.dxengineering.com/
http://www.transeltech.com/
http://www.radio-nv.com/


http://www.randl.com/shop/catalog/index.php
http://www.adapterguy.com/
https://www.mfjenterprises.com/
https://www.universal-radio.com/
https://unclelinnysrestaurant.com/uncle-linnys-restaurant-menu/
https://www.facebook.com/henhouse81/


General Club Information
The club holds a monthly meeting on the first
Thursday of the month and is open to all. Visitors
are always welcome at the meetings.  The next
meeting is October 3rd, at 6:30pm at the Holy Family
Community Center at 2600 Washington Ave in
Granite City, IL. Members tend to arrive early to socialize,
and the actual meeting starts at 6:30pm. After the meeting,
there is usually a social gathering at a local restaurant. “The
meeting after the meeting.”

The club has a informal net every Tuesday at
8:00pm on 146.76. The PL and time-out timer are
turned off for the net. You do NOT need to be a
member to participate or use the repeater, as it is
open to ALL licensed Amateurs. Be sure to “stop
in” and say hi!

 

Anyone interested in joining the Egyptian Radio
Club will find an application at the end of this
newsletter.

Contact us;
WebMaster - webmaster@w9aiu.net
Ham Fest Chairman - hamfest@w9aiu.net
Field Day Chairman - fieldday@w9aiu.net
Newsletter Editor – kb9lbc@gmail.com

US Mail;
Egyptian Radio Club, Inc.
P. O. Box 562
Granite City, Illinois
62040-0562

Our website is;
www.w9aiu.org.
Our Facebook Page is;
https://www.facebook.com/W9AIU.
Our Facebook Group is ;
https://www.facebook.com/groups/765454553468182/.

Our repeaters are:

146.760 – PL 141.3 in downtown St. Louis, MO
with an EchoLink Node #541608

443.325 + PL 141.3 in downtown St. Louis, MO
Now System Fusion Capable

146.790 – PL 127.3 in Edwardsville, IL

224.060 –  No PL in Edwardsville, IL

442.400 + PL 127.3 in Edwardsville, IL 

Search for Special Events Stations

http://www.arrl.org/special_events/search
https://www.facebook.com/groups/765454553468182/
https://www.facebook.com/W9AIU
http://www.w9aiu.org/




Artwork by Phillip “Gil” Gildersleeve, W1CJD/SK. Longtime Staff Artist at ARRL HQ.   This painting is the property of the 
Egyptian Radio Club and is on loan to the ARRL. It hangs in the entrance foyer at HQ.
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