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ERC CHRISTMAS PARTY 
DECEMBER 5, 2009 

PONDEROSA BUFFET RESTAURANT 
COLLINSVILLE, IL 

 
   This year the board of directors of the ERC has decided to hold our annual Christmas Party at the Ponderosa Buffet 

Restaurant in Collinsville, Illinois.  This is the same place as two years ago when we had the miserable ice storm.  We 

persevered and held a good Christmas Party in spite of the slipping and sliding.  The two rooms have been reserved for 
100 people and we are quite sure that we will fill that space with hungry hams.  

 
   Most of you know the menu at Ponderosa.  It varies from steaks to fish to (ask Lou, cookies).  Each person will pay for 

their own food and drinks.  Mike, N0RSP, and Wally, WA9BRQ, will be there with their cameras and you will find you may 
be featured in the January 2010 issue of the Podunk Hollow News. 

 

   The Podunk Hollow News wants a decent photo of each member of the club.  These will be used when we need to do 
an article on the member or for membership cards if the editor of this newsletter can get his act together and figure out 

how to do it.  
 

   For those who may not know the exact location, the map at the left ma y help.  

However, it may not help.  The proper location of the Ponderosa Buffet is about a 
quarter inch to the 8 o -clock position from the balloon.  Google really needs to align 

their locator better.  
 

   The Board has one request of our membership; please do not bring children under the 

age of 12.  Yes, we know they need to eat too; but sometimes the younger children 
create a distraction or may be hurt in the hustle bustle of the buffet line.  

 
   We will be holding the annual election of officers and direct ors at the Christmas Party.  Nominations will be at the 

November meeting.  Bring your pen or pencil and be prepared to vote for the following positions; President, Vice 
President, Secretary-Treasurer and one member of the board of directors.  

 

 

BE  THERE 
BE  HUNGRY  



ERC 
CALENDAR 

 
TWO METER NET ̧ 146.76  
Every Tuesday night 8: PM  
 
 

Weekly 10 -10 Net  
Every Wednesday night 7: pm  
 
 

Monthly MEMBERSHIP meeting  
First Thursday of each month   
6:30 PM November 5 , 2009 

 

MONTHLY DIRECTOR½S MEETING 
Monday after membership  
meeting :  November 9 , 2009 
 
ERC 80th  anniversary station  
December 5, 2009  

 

Christmas party  
December 3, 2009  
#5 eastport plaza  
Ponderosa, Collinsville, il  
 
EGYPTIANFEST 2010 
June 13, 2010  corrected date  

DETAILS STILL SECRET AT THIS 
TIME. 
Make your plans to attend.  
 
Field day 2010  
June 26 -27, 2010  
Where, still working  
 

Send submissions for the 
Podunk hollow news to 
Newsletter@W9 aiu.net  

 
 

Post Office Box 562,  
GRANITE CITY, ILLINOIS 62040

WALLY½S  wonderings  

 

   First, this month I wish to extend condolences to Dan Allen Sr., KC9MYN, 
and Dan Allen Jr., KC9MYM, on the recent loss of their father and grandfather. 

 
    

 
NOMINATIONS  FOR 2010 OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS  

 

   I do want to take time to impress on you that nominations for the 2010 year 
will take place at the November membership meeting.  Tha t is the very next 

month, folks;  November 5, at the SouthWestern Illinois College in Granite City.  
Be there to nominate the candidate of your choice.  

 

 
 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS  
 

   What comes after nominations?  Election, thatôs what.  This is the part that 

the club really needs you.  We need you to express your opinions on who 
should serve in these offices.  This will take place at the ERC Christmas Party 

on December 3, at the Ponderosa Restaurant in Collinsville.  
 

 
 

   The Egyptian Radio Club, Inc will celebrate its 80th birthday on December 5.  

We will have W9AIU on the air from the Communications Van.  The location 
has still not been decided upon.  Stay tuned, we will announce it as soon as it 

has been finalized. 
 

 
 

 
 

The Egyptian Radio Club uses only  
Heil Headsets and Microphones.  

 

                            

file:///C:/MY%20WORD%20Documents/Egyptian%20Radio%20Club/Newsletters/Newsletter@W9aiu.net


BOTH GOOD PLACES TO BE 
 

A TREAT THAT CANôT BE BEAT 
Since 1892  

DIAMOND MINERAL SPRINGS  
IF YOU LIKE GREAT FOOD  

 
FOR THE BUFFET, DO CALL AHEAD 

FOR RESERVATIONS 
A Stagecoach stop on the original Vandalia Trail  

 

 
18 th  ANNUAL HALLOWEEN HAMFEST  

IF YOU LIKE A GREAT BREAKFAST  
AND HAMFEST BARGAINS  

THIS IS THE PLACE TO BE  

 
 

Keep watching this space,  
you never know what will show up  

 

 

 
 



 

Egyptian Radio Club Octo ber Minutes  
Reported by Secretary/Treasurer, Mike Phillips, NØRSP

 

   Meeting Started at 6:30 pm at SWIC in the Commons 
area presided by Club President Bill Dusenbery 

   There were about 24 members present. 
   A moment of silence was observed for the silent keys 

of the club.  

   Trivia pages were passed out by Frank (K7RMJ). 
   Reports ï Van  Bill Schmidt gave the report on the 

van. Engine is going together and the van should be 
ready by next  weekend.  He brought up the point of the 

air conditioner in the van. If the system will hold a 

charge, he will charge it otherwise we will deal with the 
air conditioner at a later date.  

   Jack was asked about  work to be done on the inside 
of the van and the generator. Jack reported that he has 

the passenger front seat in his garage and will work on 
getting it ready to install in the van when we get it back.  

He will order the regulator for the generator.  

   We have the special events station planned for the 
clubôs 80th birthday to take place Dec. 5, 2009. We will  

be operating from 8:00 am to 5:00pm depending on 
propagation conditions that  day.  The actual operating 

location is yet to be determined. There have been a few 

locations suggested. Bill Dusenbery is the Special Events 
Chair and is looking into a location. We will know by the 

next club meeting.  The event  info was turned into the 
QST in time to announce the event and the date, bands 

and frequencies we will be operating on.  Several sites 

were discussed, pros and cons. The location will be 
picked out at th e Board Meeting.  

   Treasuresô report was given by Mike Phillips.  A 
number of items were given including the figures of 

expenditure amounts spent on the van and our expected 
expenses that are in the immediate future.  The balance 

of the account was also given. (Not printed in the news 

letter). The books are open and available for any 
member to view. Make arrangements with Mike to see 

the books.  
   Membership dues are coming due and are being 

accepted for the next year.  (A membership  application 

is available at the end of the news letter with the dues 
amount on the application).  

   Next month is nomination month.  If you want to 
nominate someone for a position, please make sure that 

the person you nominate will be willing to fill the 
position and stick with it. You wouldnôt  want to 

nominate someone for a job/position and that person is 

voted in, and he/she doesnôt do the job, and it falls on 
to someone else. Make sure that the nominee is willing 

to stick with the job.  The persons that currently holds  a  
position will be polled to see if they are willing to 

continue with their positions.  Elections will be held at 

the Club Christmas Party on December  3.  Location for 
the party  will be discussed and selected at the board 

meeting.   

 

   Other Business:  Jack (KC9KY) brought up the point 
that since we are now 501-c3, that we craft some letters 

to the different manufacturers of equipment and ask for 

donations for outfitting the van. We will proudly wear 
their logos on the skin of the van. Bill and Frank wil l 

attempt to put together  
   Repeater Report:  Mike Phillips spoke with Marty 

(N9PPJ) our repeater chair. Marty was unable to be 
present.  He wanted the disposition passed on that the 

repeater  is now equipped with the weather radio and it 

is functioning and working.  A missing child alert was 
also heard on the repeater as a result of the installation.    

   The trivia contest results were turned in and there was 
a 3 way tie between W5DTR, W9AIL and WA0JCO.  The 

results were given.  Frank chose a number between 1 

and 60.   Curtis W5DTR was the winner with the number 
closest to the selected number. 

   The secretaries report was printed in the last news 
letter.  A motion to accept the  report was made and 

accepted.    
   Mike Phillips reported that he went ou t to the Bethalto 

Regional Airport and took some pictures of the private 

aircraft used for the event of the day.  Saturdayôs fly-in 
was cut short  after  the weather turned  into wind and 

rain storms. Our club was not present for Saturdayôs 
event.   Sundayôs event was sponsored by the Young 

Eagles Association. They were giving youngsters 

between the ages of 10? And 17 free flights to possibly 
spark interest in aviation.   

   John (AC0KK)  brought fliers and tickets for the 
Halloween Hamfest.  Oct. 31, 2009. They support us, so 

let us support them.  Please attend the Halloween 

Hamfest. 
   John also brought in some old QSL cards that were in 

his possession that were sent to the club in the past, 
dating back into the 1930ôs and 1940ôs.  The cards will 

be placed in the club history folder.  
   We welcome a new member Curtis Williams W5DTR 

into the club. Iôm sure almost everyone is already aware 

of who Curtis is.  Welcome! And thanks for becoming a 
member.  

   Bill (WA0JCO)  had an award to be presented to Fred 
(KA4RUR). The award was presented because Fred 

broke the rules of the Procrastination Society and earned 

one demerit  because of his admitted actions.  Fred had 
purchased a radio at the winter fest (Jan.  24, 2009) and 

by Feb. 12, 2009 installed and operational  in his vehicle. 
He was awarded by the master procrastionator and 

artful dodger Bill Schmidt (WA0JCO).   Meeting 
adjourned at 7:18pm. Meeting after the meeting held at 

Dennyôs on Pontoon Rd. (Hwy 111).  A fun time was had 

by all.  Be there next time.  73 
   Mike Phillips  N0RSP 



PHOTOS FROM THE RECENT ñFLY-INò AT 
ST. LOUIS REGIONAL

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

   Even though the Egyptian Radio Club did not sponsor an exhibit at this Fly-In, our intrepid photographer Mike Phillips, 
NØRSP, attended the event to snap some photos of the private planes that were being used to give the young people 

free flights to spark their interest in aviation.   The Young Eagles Association was there sponsoring these efforts. The 
planes belong to the different private pilots that brought their planes in for the event.   These men and women are to be 

commended for their interest in aviation and their dedication to sharing their e xperiences with young folks. 

   Ham radio needs to take a cue from these people in their endeavor to promote their hobby.  We need to share our 
experiences with young men and women of all ages to increase the numbers of amateur radio operators.  

Thanks Mike  



Spitzer Discovers Saturn's Largest Ring  
10.07.2009  Science@NASA 

Submitted by Brent Lee Cameron, N9NJS 
 

October 7, 2009:  NASA's Spitzer Space Telescope has 
discovered an enormous and previously unknown 

infrared ring around Saturn.  
   "This is one supersized ring," says Anne Verbiscer, an 

astronomer at the University of Virginia, Charlottesville. 

"If you could see the ring in the night sky, it would span 
the width of two full Moons."  

   Verbiscer is co-author of a paper about the discovery  
to be published online tomorrow by the journal Nature. 

The other authors are Douglas Hamilton of the 

University of Maryland and Michael Skrutskie of the 
University of Virginia. 
 

 
Above:  An artist's concept of the newly -discovered infrared ring 
around Saturn 
 

   The new belt lies at the far reaches of the Saturnian 
system, with an orbit tilted 27 degrees from the main 

ring plane. The bulk of its material starts about six 

million kilometers (3.7 million miles) away from the 
planet and extends outward roughly another 12 million 

kilometers (7.4 million miles). It would take about one 
billion Earths stacked together to fill the voluminous 

ring. One of Saturn's farthest moons, Phoebe, circles 

within the newfound ring, and is likely the source of its 
material. 

   The ring is tenuous, consisting of widely-dispersed 
particles of ice and dust. Spitzer's infrared eyes were 

able to spot the glow of the cool dust, which has a 
temperature of only about 80 Kelvin (minus 316 degrees 

Fahrenheit).  

   The discovery may help solve an age-old riddle of one 
of Saturn's moons. Iapetus has a strange appearance ð 

one side is bright and the other is really dark, in a 
pattern that resembles the yin -yang symbol. The 

astronomer Giovanni Cassini first spotted the moon in 

1671, and years later figured out it has a dark side, now 
named Cassini Regio in his honor. 

 

   Saturn's supersized ring could explain how Cassini 
Regio came to be so dark. The ring is circling in the 

same direction as Phoebe, while Iapetus, the other rings 

and most of Saturn's moons are all going the opposite 
way. According to the scientists, some of the dark and 

dusty material from the outer ring moves inward toward 
Iapetus, slamming the icy moon like  bugs on a 

windshield. 

 
Below:  Saturn's moon Iapetus. One side of the moon is darkened as 
the moon plows through the dust of Saturn's newly -discovered infrared 
ring. 

   "Astronomers have long suspected that there is a 

connection between Saturn's outer moon Phoebe and 
the dark material on Iapetus," said Hamilton. "This new 

ring provides [the missing link]."  
   ]Verbiscer and colleagues used Spitzer's longer-

wavelength infrared camera, called the multiband 
imaging photometer, to scan through a patch of sky far 

from Saturn and a bit inside Phoebe's orbit. The 

astronomers had a hunch that Phoebe might be circling 
around in a belt of dust and, sure enough, when the 

scientists took a first look at th eir Spitzer data, a band of 
dust jumped out.  

   The ring would be difficult to see with visible -light 

telescopes. The relatively small numbers of particles in 
the ring wouldn't reflect much visible light, especially out 

at Saturn where sunlight is weak.  
   "The particles are so far apart that if you were to 

stand in the ring, you wouldn't even know it," said 
Verbiscer. "By focusing on the glow of the ring's cool 

dust, Spitzer made it easy to find."  

 
For additional images relating to the ring discovery and m ore  
information about Spitzer, visit http://www.spitzer.caltech.edu .  

http://www.spitzer.caltech.edu/
http://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/spitzer/multimedia/spitzer-20091007a.html
http://photojournal.jpl.nasa.gov/catalog/PIA08384



