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ErC TO CELEBRATE BIRTHDAY
WITH Onrthe -air event

he Egyptian Radio Club will be 80 years old on November 26, 2009. The officers and board of directors are
I planning a special on-the-ai r event to celebrate the clubés birthday.
a number of places have been discussed. The club was first formed in the back room of the Wilhelm Dry Cleaners
in East St. Louis, lllinois; but the building has long since been gone making a return to the birthplace of the club
impossible. It has been suggested that we seek permission from the owners of the Chouteau Road location that the ERC
occupied for so many years. That address is now a private residence possibly making the radio club communications van
an imposition to the family living there.
ne idea being discussed is to locate the communications van on the old Chain-of-Rocks Bridge for the duration of
Othe on-the-air activity. How to locate the antennas and what kind of propagation can be experienced from under
the overhead structure of the b ridge is still being discussed. This editor thinks a location on Chouteau Island may
be the easiest approach to the solution.
he date has been decided. W9AIU will operate from the ERC Communications Van December 5, 20090on 14.275
I USB and 14035 with CW +/- QRM Operations will begin at 8:00AM and will close at 5:00PM (or earlier if the band
closesup. A speci al commemorative QSL <card, featuring the Q
Gango, wi || be issued t o da&rtreduesttobraamde Many hotationd have belerodis€ssed; batn
nothing is firm as yet. Suggestions from club members will be welcome at the October club meeting on October 1, 2009.

EGYPTIAN RADIO CLUB, W9AIU
80™ ANIVERSARY CELEBRATION
December 5, 8:00AM to 5:00PM

More details next month
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ERC
CALENDAR

TWO METER NET 146.76
Every Tuesday night 8: PM

Weekly 10 -10 Net
Every Wednesday night 7: pm

Monthly MEMBERSHIP meeting
First Thursday of each month
6:30 PMocto BER1, 2009

MONTHLY DI RECTORS
Monday after membership
meeting : octo BER5, 2009

ERC 80 anniversary station
December 5, 2009

Christmas party
December 3, 2009

#5 eastport plaza
Ponderosa, Collinsville, il

EGYPTIANFEST 200

June 13, 2010 corrected date
DETAILS STILL SECRET AT THIS
TIME

Make your plans to attend.

Field day 2010
June 26 -27, 2010
Where, still working

Send submissions for the
Podunk hollow news to
Newsletter@W9aiu.net

Post Office Box 562,
GRANITE CITY, ILLINOIS 62040

WA L L Ywalerings

| am appalled at the recent news of radio station transmitting towers being
sabotaged by Aterroristso, i A ratlidstation a me
mu s t Ajump through the hoopsd to rel o
towers and antennas. This station did and complied with every regulation that
was put before them.

Still, a smal/l group of fenvironment e
permit to install new towers and operate their radio station. Did they petition
the proper authorities that granted their permits? NO, of course not. Thati s
too difficult for these people. It was much easier and more fun for them to
steal a piece of construction equipment, break through the FCC required
locked fence and pull down the radio towers.
M E ittqok adot of brains. NOT. What did they gain? We I, the station was
off the air for a few hours and they gained the interest of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation into their activities. Hope the FBI finds a tall tower to hang

them from.

I owi || admit that fAradi oo igo TheRockt&he s
Rol | craze is gone, the Awildo DJs are
generation. Radio is not the same as it was; but that does not diminish

radi ods contribution to society today.

To some people radio has taken a back seat to television. In rural America,
that is not necessarily the case. TV cannot rush in as fast as a mobile radio
unit can. Donét sell radi o short,
have transmitting towers in your back yard. Realize they tackled the
regulations to get those towers passed by the zoning authorities and the FCC.
Those radio stations have as viable need to exist today as they had 50 or
more years ago.

we

ZtheHall

g withHeil

The Egyptian Radio Club uses only
Heil Headsets and Microphones.
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ELF claims credit for toppling radio towers

By KOMO Staff

SNOHOMISH, Wash. -- A piece of heavy equipment
was used to topple two towers for Everett radio station
KRKO, and the national Earth Liberation Front says their
members are responsible.

But an FBI spokesman now says it appears that only
one person was responsible for knocking down the
towers.

And a neighbor who chased that man away from the
scene with a shotgun through the predawn darkness
says he saw the suspect escape down a tiverbank of the

nearby Snohomish River.
".' ’

As the new information came in about the
circumstances surrounding the tower toppling incident,
the ELF continued to take responsibility for the
destruction.

"Due to the health and environmental risks associated
with radio waves emitted from the towers, we applaud
this act by the ELF," Jason Crawford, a spokesman for
the North American ELF Press Office, said in a prepared
statement.

The FBI has taken the lead in the investigation, and
the Snohomish GCounty Sheriff's Office is assisting,
officials said.

A neighbor who did not want to be identified told
KOMO News that he was awakened at 3 a.m. by the
noise of machinery a couple of hundred yards away from
his house.

He said he got up and left his house in time to see
one of the two towers fall. He then grabbed a shotgun
and charged across the field, chasing a man he says he
saw getting out of the excavator used to knock down
the towers.

The neighbor told KOMO News that he was gaining on
the man when he suddenly ducked into some bushes
alongside the Snohomish River.

At that point, the neighbor says he decided to give up
the chase rather than take the chance of also going into
the bushes.

David Gomez, the assistant FBI agent in charge of the
Seattle bureau, said agents searched the riverbank
Friday looking for footprints or any other evidence.

Gomez said investigators have reports of only one
man in the field with the towers, but it is possible that
someone was waiting in a boat to help him escape down
the Snohomish River.

The towers owned by family-owned radio station
KRKO have been a source of controversy in the area for
several years now, as opponents waged a long legal
battle against the station as it sought permits for the
structures east of Everett.

"We went through an extensive permitting process to
get this project going, and there was some opposition in
the valley that we had to deal with," said KRKO General
Manager Andy Skotdal. "The testimony at the hearings
was often very bitter and negative."”

The station transferred its radio transmission to a
backup system when the towers went down about 3
a.m. and remains on the air.

A large excavator was left tangled in the base of one
of the destroyed towers, which was 350 feet t all, and
the sign from ELF was on a fence nearby.

Since its formation in 1996, the ELF has become well
known for highly publicized destructive actions against
corporate efforts that it views as harmful to the
environment. ELF, by its own estimate, has inflicted
some $150 million in damage.

Skotdal says he's not really sure if the ELF
organization is to blame.

"Anybody can claim responsibility for anything,”
Skotdal said, adding that he doesn't really care who
toppled the towers, calling it "vandalism, plain and
simple.”

Crawford confirmed Friday morning that the
destruction was the work of the ELF.

He said there is evidence that AM radio waves cause
adverse health effects including a higher rate of cancer,
harm to wildlife, and that the signals have been
interfering with home phone and intercom lines.

KRKO's additions to its existing towers in Snohomish
were completed in February, allowing the station to
boost its AM signal to where it could compete with larger
broadcasters in the Seattle-Tacoma area. That's when
the complaints from neighbors over telephone
interference began.

The Skotdal family also plans to build two 199-foot
towers at the same site for a new 5,000 -watt AM station
that would cover Snohomish County on another
frequency.

A hearing examiner denied a permit for the towers,
based on claims that radio signals could be dangerous to
humans. But the council voted to reverse the finding,
saying it was based on shaky scientific evidence.


mailto:tips@komonews.com
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A King County judge upheld the council's decision on
Aug. 14.

Skotdal said destruction of the two towers would not
prevent the station from going ahead with its plan to
build the additional towers, and he expects to rebuild
the two destroyed towers.

Crawford said ELF members felt this was
unacceptable.

"We have to weigh our priorities and the local
ecosystem in Everett, along with the local residents, do
not need additional sports news radio station towers
that come at the expense of reduced property values
and harmful radio waves," Crawford said.

Skotdal said his company was working to offer a
$25,000 reward for information leading to the arrest of
those responsible.

"We're going to work very hard with the sheriff's
department to help find these people," Skotdal said.

Some neighbors said they were not sorry to see the
towers down.

Jerry and Doris Anderson, who were among those
who protested the antennas, said they both woke up at
about 3 a.m. by unusual noises. They told KOMO News
that they heard about 12 minutes of pounding before
the tower fell.

Doris Anderson said she did not advocate destruction
of private property as a way of fighting the antennas.

"Obviously we fight this in the courts, not this way,"
she said.

But Jerry Anderson added, "l was glad this happened.
It made me think of the Boston Tea Party."

Both admitted they expect to see the towers re -
erected.

The ELF has claimed responsibility for several arsons in
the region, including a fire that destroyed the Center for
Urban Horticulture at the University of Washington in
Seattle in 2001.

An ELF sign was lef at the scene of fires set on March
3, 2008, at a number of luxury houses in a development
in Echo Lake, north of Seattle.




The Staff of KOMO-TV, a Seattle TV station owned by
Fisher Communications developed this story and
pictures and are solely responsible for the content.

The Podunk Hollow News is grateful for their allowing
this reprint.

KRKO Towers Felled by Vandals

RADIO GURRENTS

Sep 8, 2009 2:31 PM  Story courtesy of

From the editors of

Radto

Snohomish, WA - Sep 5, 2009 - Two radio towers belonging
to Everett, WA, radio station KRKO were toppled the morning
of Sept. 4, 2009. A sign -- a painted sheet -- was left at the
site that initially led investigators to believe that the Earth
Liberation Front was responsible. The ELF press office also
posted a press release claiming responsibility for the action.
That release states:

"Two radio station towers were torn down early Friday by
the Earth Liberation Front (ELF) in the Lord's Hills valley in
Snohomish County, WA. The towers, owned by station KRKO,
have been a source of controversy for years. A sign left at the
scene claimed responsibility by the ELF.

Due to the health and environmental risks associated with
radio waves emitted from the towers, we applaud this act by
the ELF," stated Jason Crawford, a spokesperson for the North
American Earth Liberation Front Press Office. "When all legal
channels of opposition have been exhausted, concerned
citizens have to take action into their own hands to protect life
and the planet.”

For the past eight years, opponents have waged a legal
battle against the towers, arguing that AM radio waves cause

adverse health affects [sic] including a higher rate of cancer,
harm to wildlife, and that the signals have been interfering
with home phone and intercom lines.

The station erected four towers in 2008. The station worked
through a number of hearing and appeals to gain the rights to
construct the towers. The plans are in place to add two more
towers to the array.

KRKO General Manager Andy Skotdal has said that while the
ELF is claiming responsibility, he is not certain that group is
responsible. News reports say that FBI investigators are also
not convinced that the environmental group is the culprit.

Police say the vardals stole an excavator from a fenced yard,
broke through a fence surrounding the towers and then used

the machine to pull the two towers down.

Photos of the toppled towers are posted at KOMGTV.

The station plans to offer a reward to help identify the
vandals.

The Podunk Hollow News sends sincere thanks to
Chriss Scherer, CPBE, CBNT; Editor - Radio Magazine.
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NASA Selects Target Crater for Lunar Impact

Science@NASA
Submitted by Brent Lee Cameron,NONJS

Sept. 11, 2009: NASA's Lunar Crater Observation
and Sensing Satellite (LCROSS) is racing toward a
double-impact on the moon at 7:30 am EDT on
Oct. 9th. Today NASA announced exactly where the
crash will take place.

The target crater is Cabeus A. It was selected
after an extensive review of the best places to
excavate frozen water at the lunar south pole.

Above: Craters of interest around the lunar south pole. LCROSS is
targeting Cabeus A. Image credit: NMSU/MSFC Tortugas Observatory.

"The selection of Cabeus A was a result of a vigorous
debate within the Ilunar science community. We
reviewed the latest data fro m Earth-based observatories
and our fellow lunar missions Kaguya, Chandrayaan1,
and the Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter,” says Anthony
Colaprete, LCROSS project scientist and principle
investigator at NASA's Ames Research Center. "The
team is looking forward to wealth of information this
unique mission will produce.”

LCROSS will search for ice by plunging its spent
upper-stage Centaur rocket into the permanent shadows
of Cabeus A, where water might be trapped in frozen
form. The LCROSS satellite will thenfly into the plume of
debris kicked up by the impact and measure the
properties of the plume before it also collides with the
lunar surface.

The LCROSS team selected Cabeus A based on a set
of conditions that includes favorable illumination of the
debris plume for visibility from Earth, where astronomers
will be watching closely. Cabeus A also has a high
concentration of hydrogen (a constituent of water, H ,0)
and favorable terrain such as a flat floor, gentle slopes
and the absence of large boulders.

Professional astronomers will use many of Earth's
most capable observatories to monitor the impacts.
These observatories include the Infrared Telescope
Facility and Keck telescope in Hawaii; the Magdalena

Ridge and Apache Ridge Observatories in New Mexio
and the MMT Observatory in Arizona; the newly
refurbished Hubble Space Telescope; and the Lunar
Reconnaissance Orbiter, among others.

Amateur astronomers can monitor the impact, too.
Observing tips may be found here.

"Telescopes participating in the LCROSS Observation
Campaign will provide observations from different
vantage points using different types of measurement
techniques,"” says Jennifer Heldmann, lead for the
LCROSS Observation Campaign at Ames. "These multiple
observations will complement the LCROSS spacecraft
data to help determine whether or not water ice exists in
Cabeus A."

During a media briefing Sept. 11, Daniel Andrews,
LCROSS project manager at Ames, provided a mission
status update: The spacecraft is healthy and has enough
fuel to successfully accomplish all mission objectives.
Andrews also announced the dedication of the LCROSS
mission to the memory of legendary news anchor,
Walter Cronkite, who provided coverage of NASA's
missions from the beginning of America's manned space
program to the age of the space shuttle.

Above: The LCROSSmission has been dedicated to the memory of
Walter Cronkite, who covered NASA missions from Mercury through
the space shuttle. Image credit: CBS News.

"Dad would sure be proud to be part, if just in name,
of getting humans back up to the moon and beyon d,"
says Chip Cronkite, son of the famed news anchor.

"We're looking forward to October 9th," Andrews says.
"The next 28 days will undoubtedly be very exciting."

Cabeus A, here we come!
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