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WOAIU
ACTIVITIES
CALENDAR

TWO METER NET
Every Tuesday night 8: PM

10-10 NET
Every Wednesday night 7: PM

MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP
MEETING
First Thursday of each month
AT SWIC IN GRANITE CITY
6:00 PM June 4, 200 9

MONTHLY DI RECTOROGS

MEETING
Monday evening after
membership meeting
6:00 PM June 8, 2009

EGYPTIANFEST 2009
June 14, 2009

FIELD DAY 2009
June 28 , 29

Send information on your

planned amateur radio ev -

ent to the Podunk Hollow
news at the email address
newsletter@w9aiu.net

Indicating that it is for pub -

lication in the PDHN.

Post Office Box 562,
GRANITE CITY, ILLINOIS 62040

”ARRL
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It is with great pride and pleasure that | print the announcement on the
front page of this issue. This has been a long, difficult, and somewhat costly
road to achieving full charitable recognition by the United States Internal
Revenue Service. Bill Bell, W9BEL, spent nearly two years working on the
books and records to get them in shape for the IRS folks. After submission,
the IRS took 5 months to go through our submitted paperwork and make their
decision. Now, the Egyptian Radio Club is in the enviable position of being
able to ask for donations to our club, and give a receipt that the donor can
use for a tax deduction on their corporate tax form.

What does this mean to you as a member of the ERC? First, it does not
mean that we can back off the hard work for the Egyptianfest. It does mean
that we can ask for (and hopefully receive) donations of equipment to outfit
our communications van. It gives us the ability to ask for prizes for the Egypt -
ianfest and not have to pay full retail (or even wholesale) price for the prizes.
This is a giant step forward for the Egyptian Radio Club.

The articlei n | as't mont hds i ssue of the PDHN

Willey, W1EBK. He had not even received his copy of Radio World in which
our article was taken from. That made the day for this editor. Thanks Paul,
for the acknowledgement and nice comments.

This issue contains the official results of the Bubba RedNeck Antenner
Kontest. Excerpts will be reprinted in the June issue, which will be at the
Egyptianfest and available for attendees to pick up a copy. Who knows, we
may pick up a new member or two. Keep your fingers crossed.

A post Egyptianfest issue will be published shortly after the event, with
pictures of the happenings, our guest speakers and the crowd.

Although the outlook for another great Egyptianfest looked bleak at the
beginning of the year; due to construction work at SouthWestern lllinois
College; the work has progressed to the point that we will have minimal
disturbance to our hamfest. The Commons area will be available for inside
vendors and speakers. The north parking lot will be used for tailgating as it
has in the past. We may have some difficulty in finding a place to park all the
attendee cars; but we will make it work.

StheHall

£ withHeil

The Egyptian Radio Club uses only
Heil Headsets and Microphones
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Egyptain Radio Club Meeting

May 7, 2009 submitted by NORSP

Meeting opened with a discussion about the meeting
after the meeting. The Flying J is losing favor as a place
to meet and eat after our
has been suggested and will be the place to meet and
enjoy the food and socializing together afterwards.

The meeting was officially called to order at 6:3 0 pm.
Motion to accept the minutes of the last meeting was
made and seconded as printed in the newsletter.

A Treasurers report was presented by Mike Phillips
(NORSP). Figures were presented as of the beginning of
the meeting. Totals was given and a breakdown of the
overall total.

501-c3 status was given. Bill Dusenbery gave a report
on the current status. Bill (N9OQK) & Mike Phillips
(NORSP) made a trip to Springfield IL . to file the amend-
ments to the articles of incorporation with the state. T he
expedited filing and fees was $50 for the filing. The cost
to expedite the sending of the paperwork to the IRS was
around $20. The membership made a motion to allow
the board to make the motion to payback Mike for the
expenses encored.

Van Chair Jak (KC9KY) gave a report. Channel 30 has
donated a 693 news |jeep to
help defray the cost of getting the van repaired. The
jeep can be sold or traded for labor and parts to get the
van repaired. This is one way to keep the repair cost to
the van to a minimum.

Jack also reported the PSA that will be played by
channel 30 on air announcing our Egyptian Fest. This
will be presented at various times during the day on air
until the hamfest date. He played it on his laptop.
Fantastic!! Thanks Channel 30.

Frank gave a status report on the Hamfest. It looks
like we will have access to the commons area for the
Hollingsworth and Heil presentations. The tailgating will
be on the North side of the campus. Options for parking
are being looked at. Things are looking up.

Frank is going to send out packets of tickets to the
membership to sell. Also tickets will be sent to the
California contingency. Tickets are $5 in advance and
$7 at the gate.

New Members this evening are John Brockus (KC9JLE)
& Mike Wallace (WA9MW). John is rejoining, also Larry
Unfried (WA9KJV) has rejoined. Thanks and welcome to
the club.

The week-endds activity of t he
reported by Pat Walkup (KCZZIW). Frank Shears and
Pat Wakup won the contest. The contest radio
transmissions were on 146.520, and there were even
other hams trying to check in on the contest. Ha.

me mamterma?h i p

The winning antenna was called a Double Beer Can
Bazooka. (Could this also be considered a beverage
meeting. Dennyds

Marty Shultz (N9PPJ), gave a report as to where the
field day site is to be. Marty contacted Edwardsville
Township about using the Township park for the activity.
Mike Phillips cobbled a letter to the parks commissioner
and we were granted permission to use the park. Proof
of insurance was given the township and we have a field
day site. We need to get to the pavilion of choice when
the park opens to secure the desired location since they
do not reserve the pavilions. The site has restroom
facilities, so the overnight stay should be more
acceptable to all.

Options for the communications trailer w ere discussed.
Mike Phillips (NDRSP) is donating the fiberglass mast kit
to the club. This can also be used for a mast at the field
day site.

There will be testing at the hamfest.
good time to upgrade.

Frank graded the trivia contest quiz. There was a
winner with all questions correctly answered. Pat
Walkup (KO2ZIW), was the winner. Pat donated the

This will be a

t hweinnings babk ta tlee cldbo Saang ofwhe questionshwerte o

discussed.

Bill Dusenbery encouraged all to sell the hamfest
tickets prior to the event.

Mike Wallace (WA9MW) announced the activities of
the Freewheelers prior to the Egyptian Fest. Mike also
announced that he came bearing gifts. He has donated a
screwdriver antenna to be used on the communications
van. He also demonstrated the antenna and took it
apart to show the construction. The antenna is the first
screwdriver antenna he has built. Mike has constructed a
number of them after the first one, and has made
improvements to the original design. The membership
gathered around the antenna and looked over the
construction aspects of the antennas.

Motion was made to adjourn and seconded. Meeting
after the meetingisatDenny 6 s .
Meeting adjourned at 7:22 pm.

ATTENTION

Antenna Buil d
BBQ & Mini Field Day

Same Pavilion
Pleasant Ridge Park
May 31, 8:00 AM




Space Shuttle Atlantis Launches on Final Mission to Hubble

May 11, 2009

from Science @ NASA

Submitted by Lee Cameron, NONJS

May 11, 2009: Space shuttle Atlantis with its seven-
member crew launched at 2:01 p.m. EDT on Monday,
May 11, from NASA's Kennedy Space Center on the final
Hubble Space Telescope servicing mission.

Atlantis' 11-day mission will include five spacewalks to
refurbish  Hubble with state-of-the-art  science
instruments designed to improve the telescope's
discovery capabilities by up to 70 times while extending
its lifetime through at least 2014.

Shortly before liftoff, Commander Scott Altman
thanked the teams that helped make the launch
possible. "At last our launch has come along," said
Altman. "...Getting to this point has been challenging,
but the whole team, everyone, has pulled together to
take us into space."

Altman is joined on STS125 by Pilot Gregory C.
Johnson and Mission Specialists Megan McArthur, John
Grunsfeld, Mike Massimino, Andrew Feustel and Michael
Good. McArthur will serve as the flight engineer and lead
for robotic arm operations while the remaining mission
specialists pair up for the hands-on spacewalk work after
Hubble is captured and secured in the payload bay.
Altman, Grunsfeld and Massimino are space shuttle and
Hubble mission veterans. Johnson, Feustel and Good are
first-time space fliers.

Above: Space shuttle Atlantis lifts off Launch Pad 39A at NASA's Kennedy Space Center in Florida, beginning the STS

The STS125 mission is the 126th shuttle flight, the
30th for Atlantis and the second of five planned in 2009.
Hubble was delivered to space on April 24, 1990, on an
earlier mission: STS31. STS125 is referred to as
Servicing Mission 4, although it is technically the fifth
servicing flight to the telesc ope.

"Hubble has a long history of providing outstanding
science and beautiful pictures," said Ed Weiler, associate
administrator for NASA's Science Mission Directorate. "If
the servicing mission is successful, it will give us a
telescope that will continue to astound both scientists
and the public for many years to come."

Among Hubble's greatest discoveries is the age of the
universe (13.7 billion years); the finding that virtually all
major galaxies have black holes at their center; the
discovery that the process of planetary formation is
relatively common; the first ever organic molecule in the
atmosphere of a planet orbiting another star; and
evidence that the expansion of the universe is
accelerating -- caused by an unknown force that makes
up approximately 72 percent of the matter -energy
content of the universe.

NASA is providing continuous television and Internet
coverage of Atlantis' mission.
Visit http://www.nasa.gov/ntv_ or for full coverage.

-125 mission to service the Hubble Space Telescope. Photo credit: NASA Television
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EGYPTIANFEST

Featuring Guest Speaker s
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Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH

Bob Heil, K9EID




QST DE KA9QPN:

ARRL lllinois Section Manager:Thomas T. Ciciora

From the top...

***An interesting group of emails came from my
comments last month on the Rules and public service.
One of those discussions turned to the idea that groups
who need communications can get communications
devices anywhere. I've heard of different groups using
FRS radios-usually a disappointment due to the low
power, GMRS radios-only marginally better than FRS
without a repeater and illegal without appropriate
licensing, CB-'nuff said unless you are in the sticks
away from an interstate or urban area, or other bootleg
options.

Amateur Radio provides a ‘'value added' option,
without the equipment investment. We bring more than
just radios to the table. Not only do we have a good
knowledge of the radio art, but our own individual life
experiences over time give us valuable organizational
and improvisation skills. Early in the age of the electric
motor, the eminent physicist and master electrician
Charles Steinmetz was asked to consult on a
malfunctioning electric motor in an industrial plant. He
studied the motor in operation for several days. After
contemplation, he took out a piece of chalk, marked an
'X' on the side of the machine, and told the owners to
remove several coils of wire under the 'X'. He later
mailed a bill to the machine's owners for one thousand
dollars, a princely sum in those days. Angered, the
owners demanded an itemization of the bill. Steinmetz
obliged with the following: 'Chalk mark: $1. Knowing
where to put the mark: $999.' He got paid. Anyone can
buy chalk. We know where to put the mark. We need to
remind our Served Agencies of that when they question
our worth.

***Another problem which we need to remove with fire

and sword is the tendency of our public service oriented
groups to collect folks with confused identities. Call them
wannabees, wingnuts or goobers, they are an undesir-
able element and a barrier to our relationships with
Served Agencies. You know who they are: you can't
miss them. All that it takes is one of these folks and any
reasonable Served Agency will run the other way. Sure,
the Served Agencies have their share of guys and gals
with homemade uniforms, fifteen pounds of gear on a
belt and another twelve pounds in a vest, flashing lights

on a suspiciously quastofficial looking vehicle, and on.
Which is exactly the reason why the Served Agencies
don't want to take on any more of these folks from
outside: they find a disproportionate amount of these

people on their own and don't need to take in any more.

The message is this: if you have one of these people
in your club/ARES/group, you need to convince them to
wind down their impulses posthaste or get t hem out of
your organization. Folks who emulate public servants are
an irritation to real public servants and will hinder our
progress with Served Agencies. Let's tone them down or
move them out.

*** All hands are requested to monitor the progress of
HR-2160 as it moves through the US House of
Representatives. For those who came in late, HR 2160,
if passed directs the Secretary of Homeland Security to
produce a study within 120 days of the resolution's
signing. That study will be on the use and integratio n of
Amateur Radio into emergency planning. It also asks the
Secretary to study impediments to our effective
operation, including private land use restrictions as
incorporated in CC&Rs. Done correctly, this resolution
may extend PRB1 to erase the unreasonable restriction
of Amateur Radio by condo and homeowners'
associations. There's a lot of work ahead of us to get
this rolling. Stand by for details as they occur.
***Qur State PRB-1 has yet to be introduced in the
General Assembly. Again, stand by for details.

(Ed. Contact your state legislature and push for
support.)

Around the Section...

***Congrats to John McGarey K9BYT, EC Kankakee
County. The Kankakee ARS 'Key Klicks' Newsletter
reports that John has earned the 'Hometown Hero'
award from the local American Red Cross chapter. Who
says that our relationships with ARC are in trouble?
***The current issue of the Western IL ARC 'Feedline'
laments the missing sunspots and also carries an
interesting history of recent sunspot cycles.

Their website also carries details of the upcoming IL
QSO Party, for which WIARC members give up their time
so the rest of us can have fun.

***More newsletter additions to my Inbox! The Metro
AC (Chicago) has taken the callsign of one of their long-
time members as the club callsign with the permission of
the gentleman's family. MAC now signs WOILYA in
memory of Dave Sher.

** *The Egyptian RC's 'Podunk Hollow News' carries
another article on a forgotten topic: Repeater Etiquette.
Again, the author of this piece is right on ta rget when he
speaks of quick keyers, rambling without a point, and Q
signals when the Queen's English will suffice. (Ditto ten-
codes and public safety jargon!) **Another newcomer is
the Evanston ARC 'KC90OAS News'. The group is looking
for trained SKYWARN m@rticipants to assist the city of
Evanston in its preparedness. Contact WILUO at her
ARRL email address if you are in that area and can help.
This organization seems to be heavily geared towards
EmComm, which gladdens my heart.

The Mllonnl assoclntlon Ior




BUBBAGOS ANTENNER KONTEST

Again, Bubba held a RedNeck Antenner Kontest at
Pleasant Ridge Park in Fairview Heights on May 2and 16
people showed up. They all wanted to see Bubba.
Bubba did himself proud with a good contest and good
food. Many folks attending the event supplied food,
beverages and even antennas to enter the contest.

Dennis Miller, KC9IXO, did a wonderful job of or-
ganizing running the redneck home-brew antenna
contest and impersonating a hillbilly (or was that an
impersonation?) Dennis provided wonderful German

sausages made by Kellyods Meatps

With the expert help of Mrs. Pat Walkup ( Christi) they
were marinated in a tub of beer, smoked and cooked
over a charcoal and hickory wood fire. Dan and DanDan
Allen provided salad with an assortment of dressings,
Frank Shears had a large crock pot of his special beans
and Pat Walkup brought his special crock pot cherry
cobbler. Everyone knows how this editor loves to eat; |
give a big thumbs up to Bubba Dennis. The ERC needs
more events like this and more members like Bubba-

Dennis.

His second most favorite thing, his hobby of ham radio.

Frank and Pat ent er-€ah Bazboka r
Antenna. Were the cans full, or just Frank and Pat?

Scott, KOATC entered this loop antenna, it worked; but
not well enough to win. Scott was in 4" place.

A good picture of Dan (DanDan) Allen, KCOMYM; but
where is the antenna?
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