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ERC  10/10  CERTIFICATES 
EXPLAIED   (I hope)  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
   This article will assume that the reader is familiar with 

the Ten/Ten International organization. The first thing to 
explain is that the Egyptian Radio Club sponsors a 

Ten/Ten Chapter Net.  The net is not a function of the 
Egyptian Radio Club; it is only sponsored by the club.  A 

station checking into the ERC Ten/Ten Chapter does not 

need to be a member of the Egyptian Radio Club or of 
Ten/Ten International.  

 
   The Egyptian Radio Club Ten/Ten Chapter offers three 

certificates. 

 
The ERC Certificate. 

 
The Podunk Hollow Award Certificate 

 

The Royal Egyptian Certificate. 
 

   The ERC Certificate requirements are as follows.  The 
Applicant must have a Ten/Ten number and they must 

work one ERC Charter member of the Chapter.  Then, 
they send that information to the Certificate Manager 

along with $3.00 USD.  You must include your call, your 

10/10 number and your address along with the cal l 
letters, 10/10 # and ERC number of the station worked.  

A SASE is not required. 
   A member of the Egyptian Radio Club will receive a 

certificate with a ñCò number indicating that he/she is a 

charter member of the Ten/Ten Chapter.  The next 
number in thi s series is 80C.  A non club member will 

receive the next number in the normal series, which at 
this time will start at 500.  

 

 
   The Podunk Hollow Award Certificate is a bit harder to 

earn.  It requires the applicant to have an ERC 
Certificate and to work 10 stations holding an ERC 

Certificate.  Again, send that information, plus $3.00 
USD to the Certificate Manager, be sure to include call, 

10/10 umbers and ERC numbers of the stations worked, 

and you will receive the Podunk Hollow Award Certificate 
by return mail.  No SASE is required. 

   The Podunk Hollow Award Certificate is a reproduction 
of the cover of the May 1939 issue of QST.  This cover 

was painted by Phillip ñGilò Gildersleeve, W1CJD; the 

staff artist of the American Radio Relay League.  Gil 
immortalized the Egyptian Radio Club and Podunk 

Hollow a number of times in QST and on the cover of 
the magazine.  The original of this painting hangs in the 

lobby of ARRL Headquarters in Newington, Conn.  We 

have a couple of copies and are keeping them in very 
safe places. 

 
 
   The final certificate offered by the ERC Ten/Ten 

Chapter is the Royal Egyptian Certificate.  The records I 
received recently show that only two Royal Egyptian 

Certificates have been issued.  Unfortunately, both 

recipients are silent keys. 
   The requirements for the Royal Egyptian Certificate 

are that you must work an additional 19 stations who 
hold an ERC certificate (regular or charter).  These 

nineteen stations must be different than  the first 11 

stations worked for the ERC and Podunk Hollow Award 
Certificates. 

 
(continued on page 3)



W9AIU  
ACTIVITIES  
CALENDAR 

 
TWO METER NET 

Every Tuesday night 8: PM  
 

10 -10 NET  
Every Wednesday night 7: PM 

 

MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING  

First Thursday of each month  
AT SWIC IN GRANITE CITY  

6: 00  PM April 2 , 200 9 

 
MONTHLY DIRECTORôS 

MEETING  
Monday evening after  

 membership  meeting  
6:00 PM April  6, 2009  

 

EGYPTIANFEST 2009  

June 14, 2009  
 
FIELD DAY 2009  

June 28  ̧29 
 
Send information on your 
planned amateur radio ev -
ent to the Podunk Hollow 
news at the email addr ess   
 newslet ter@w9aiu.net  

Indicating  that it is for pub -
lication in the PDHN.  

 

Post Office Box 562,  
GRANITE CITY, ILLINOIS 62040 

 

 

WALLY½S  wonderings  

 

   I neglected to mention that the Harold Wise, W9EVN; one  of the founding 
members of the Egyptian Radio Club was the brother of my grandfather and 

the owner of Wise Communications, a Motorola distributorship in East St. 
Louis in the early part of the 20 th Century.  I am kind of proud of that fact.  

 
 

 

   If you have not paid your 2009 dues to the Egyptian Radio Club you may be 
overdue as you read this.  Members that joined the club in 2008 will have 

their second year dues payable on their first year anniversary date.  Please 
contact Mike Phillips, N0RSP; to determine your anniversary date and the due 

date of your 2009 dues. 

   I know I harp on money but; two years as Secretary/Treasurer have 
entrenched the fact that this club depends on our membership to pay dues 

and to participate in selling tickets for the Egypt ianfest.  Honestly folks, just as 
it takes money to run your household, it is needed to run our club.  

 

 

 
   Our Corporate Trustee, Bill Bell, W9BEL; advises the Infernal 
Revenue Service has received our application for 501(c)(3) status and 
is in the process of reviewing it.  How long it will take, only God knows.  
Nothing is quick about the IRS, except their collecting your money.  

 

 
 

   I apologize for the lateness of this newsletter.  Due to personal 
things that I have no control over, the newsletter wil l be published 
around the 15 th of each month in the future.  Sometimes life throws 
things at us that we must accept, whether we like it or not.  
 

 
 
   Our newsletter depends on contributions from our readers and what 
I can find in other publications.  This  month we owe a debt to Frank 
Shears, K7RMJ for another great article on antenna construction.  
PLEASE keep them coming Frank. 

 

 
 

   The Secretary/Treasurer did not submit any minutes from the March 
9 Directorôs Meeting.  Your board is wrestling with m any difficult topics 
but it was decided that until the details are complete it is best that the 
proceedings remain unpublished at this time. 

 

 
 

The Egyptian Radio Club uses only  
Heil Headsets and Microphones .

mailto:newsletter@w9aiu.net


10/10 from pg 1   
 

   Once again, $3.00 USD and the calls, ERC numbers 
and 10/10 numbers must be sent to the Certificate 

Manager.  Please list all numbers in ascending order in 
order to facilitate lookup and verification.  Please send 

all submissions and monies to the Certificate Manater of 

the 10/10 Chapter.  Do not make checks payable to the 
Egyptian Radio Club.  All applications for non-US  

stations should include $5.00 USD.  Checks should be 
made payable Walter Wise, WA9BRQ, and addressed to 

Post Office Box 817, Glen Carbon, Illinois 62034-0817. 

   Here is a sample of the beautiful Gold  Royal Egyptian 
Award.  It did not reproduce well in our scanner.  

 

 
 

ANYONE FOR A TRIP  
TO MEMPHIS?  

 

 
 

Couldn ôt resist this one. 

 
Thanks to W0BCG  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

REMINDER  
 

ANNUAL  
 

DUES 
 

$36.00  
 

PLEASE 
 

SUPPORT 
 

YOUR 
 

EGYPTIAN  
RADIO  
CLUB 

 

http://bumperstickers.cafepress.com/item/iron-lady-speaks-sticker-bumper/357492713


Egyptian Radio Club  
General Membership Meeting 

March, 5, 2009.  
 
   Meeting called to order at 6:30 PM by William 
Dusenbery, N9OQK.  

 
   Mike Phillips, N0RSP; demonstrated an antenna. 

Found the plans for the antenna at www.qsl.net/ka5ruz .   
Explained where the plans can be found and the 

explanation of the antenna.  

 
   Secretary report of minutes. Go with the minutes as 

printed in the news letter. Moti on to accept report and 
seconded.   

 

   Treasurerôs report by N0RSP.  We have money. Mike 
explained that the treasury has money.  The treasury is 

divided into different categories so we can keep track of 
where the money comes from and for what it is 

budgeted to be spent.  If anyone wants to donate funds 
for a particular program or event, please do so and 

specify for which program or event the money is to be 

credited to.  
 

   Hamfest report by Frank Shears. (K7RMJ).  We still do 
not have a firm commitment fr om the college for the 

different areas we can use due to construction planned 

for this summer and schedules for the particular work is 
not firmed up as of yet. Frank is in contact with the 

college to get updates on the scheduled work.    Riley 
Hollingsworth is locked into being here at the hamfest.  

Bob Heil will also be here for the Hamfest to put on a 

session on the microphones and sound. The two 
speakers will have different time slots to speak so there 

will not be overlap and give the hamfest attendee ti me 
to shop the various vendors.  

 
   There will also be test examiners at the hamfest.  The 

team will be the same examiners that do the testing at 

the Highland library.   Changes to the hamfest flier will 
be held off until more info is firmed up.   Frank 

explained that the vendors are going to be lined up in 
the various hallways.  The current flier is on the website.  

 

   Bill Coby (KB0WMG)  gave a report on the Winterfest. 
He reported that the tables for the fest was sold out 

before the date.  Profits were  good. Vendors were 
requesting spots & tables for next year.  A video of the 

Bob Heil presentation was made and it is on the SLSRC 
web site.  

 

   Van report, Jack Leverich, KC9KY. Hopefully a crew 
will be able to work on the van and clear up the cooling 

problem.  The generator regulator needs to be replaced.  
Jack had brought in the remains of a klystron tube from 

channel 30ôs transmitter. The tube cost is around 

$35,000, and generates 35k watts output. Interesting.  

Jack explained how the tube is used and burned in 
before being put on -line.  Jack explained that channel 30 

has turned off their analog transmission. They are now 
only transmitting in the digital mode.  

 

   Person at meeting that is in the service and doesnôt 
get here very often. Brian  Ladig, KC9IRB; is the visitor 

and also a club member. Explained his position in the 
service and where he will be stationed. Bill Dusenbery 

explained that military  members of the club do not pay 
dues as long as they are on active duty.  Thanks for 

your service Brian. 

 
   Trivia contest sheets passed out.  

 
   Bill Dusenbery submitted that the Field Day location is 

still not determined.  Possible locations were discussed.  

When the location is determined, we will pass on that 
information to all.  

 
   Possibly the van will be available for the field day use.  

Field day will be the last full week -end in June. 
 

   Bill Schmidt, WA0JCO; made another award present-

ation, his target this month is Frank Shears. His 
presentation was about a question on a previous trivia 

contest.  The question was concerning question 7, 
ñWhat is a straight key?ò.  He had a visual, a straight 

key. Frankôs definition of a straight key was a spst 

switch.  He presented Frank with a plaque that had a 
light switch affixed to the plaque and named it a ñK7RMJ 

straight keyò.  Frank accepted the award in good fun.   
Frank had CDôs of the digital modes presentation from 

the St. Clair club meeting. Anyone desiring a CD, they 

are available.  Thank you Alan for making the copies.  
 

   Bill Dusenbery encouraged all to really take a look at 
the newsletter that Wally publishes. We are getting 

national attention because of the quality of the 
newsletter. It is sent to a number of clubs, and the 

ARRL, and many hams and agencies that are not club 

members.  If anyone kno ws of someone that would like 
to receive the newsletter, please contact Wally and they 

can be added to the email list.  This newsletter contains 
much good and valuable information. We donôt want to 

just send the letter to everyone unless they want it.  

Send the email address to Wally and the letter will be 
sent. 

 
   Frank announced the results of the trivia contest.  

There was a tie again with 2 winners with 5 correct 
answers.  KB0VTK and KB0MWG were the winners. A 

50/50 is the prize. Half the proceeds are the prize split 

by 2. The winnings is $4 for each winner.  
 

   Frank then went over the answers for the edification 
of everyone that participated.  

 

http://www.qsl.net/ka5ruz


   Repeater Committee by MartySchultz, N9PPJ; reported 

that they put up the new antenna on 146.790.  The 
membership voted to give Bob Graff, K8FHV; a years 

free membership for doing the antenna work for us.  
The antenna was donated by N9FTJ.  There is more 

adjusting to be done on the cans at the repeater site. 

Discussion was made to move the net from the 146.790 
repeater to  146.760 on a permanent basis. There is a 

voice announcement  will be played on the repeaters to 
inform all that the net will be on the 6.76 repeater.  A 

motion made and accepted by vote to move the net to 
146.760. Therefore he Tuesday night net will be held on 

146.760. Remember net on Tuesday night at 8:00 pm.  

Also need additional net controllers.  Contact Bill 
Dusenbery, or Frank Shears, or Jack or Wally.  

 

Subject was brought up and discussed about an 

emergency management plan by ERC. The outcome of 
the discussion is that we will be contacted as to what 

our part will be at the time of an emergency.  
Depending upon the emergency and  which agency is in 

charge of the emergency, that agency may require that 

the participant/s be FEMA certified.  Currently the 
emergency agencies in our area know how to contact us 

when they need our assistance. 
 

There was 22 members present at the meeting.  Thanks 
for being there.  

Respectfully submitted by: 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Mike Phillips  (N0RSP) 

FCC SPECIAL COUNSEL LAURA SMITH VISITS ARRL HQ  

from The ARRL & QRZ.COM

 
   Laura Smith visited ARRL Headquarters on March 5 

and 6, her firstofficial visit as Special Counsel. Smith was 

named to the position  earlier this year, filling the 
vacancy created when Riley Hollingsworth,K4ZDH, 

retired in 2008; Hollingsworth served in that position for 
more than 10 years as the Commission's enforcement 

watchdog over the Amateur Radio Service 

   According to ARRL Regulatory Information Branch 
Manager Dan Henderson, N1ND, the FCC committed to 

Smith visiting the ARRL once she accepted the 
position. "I think this visit has been a very productive 

two days. We are getting to know Laura, and she is 

getting to know our organization  and what we, as the 
ARRL, can do to help her make her job easier to help 

the amateur community as a whole," Henderson said. "I 
just kind of  played tour guide and facilitated the visit, 

introducing her to all the  departments here at Head-
quarters." 

   Smith, a lawyer, is no stranger to the FCC or Amateur 

Radio. She began her legal career with the Commission, 
working in the Mass Media Bureau and Wireless 

Telecommunications Bureau (WTB), working with Senior 
System Analyst Bill Cross, W3TN; she also served as 

Deputy Division Chief of the Public Safety and Private 

Wireless Division. Smith also knew Hollingsworth 
through her father -in-law Richard M. Smith, former Chief 

of the Field Operations Bureau, at the time responsible 
for all FCC field engineering and enforcement activities. 

Richard Smith led many investigations of illegal uses of 
the radio spectrum, including the  successful appre-

hension of "Captain Midnight" who overrode a satellite  

television broadcast signal  
   "Riley worked for my father -in-law for years," Smith 

said. "My father-in-law was the Chief of the Field 
Operations Bureau at the FCC for 25 years. So 

enforcement is actually something that is a  

long-standing family tradition. A member of my family -- 
the Smith family -- has worked at the FCC continuously 

since 1964: Myself, my husband and my father-in-law." 
Calling Hollingsworth "irreplaceable," Smith said what he 

 
did for the  Commission and for the amateur community 

was "amazing. He volunteered for that job. He stood up 

and said, 'I'm an amateur. I love this  community and I 
want to give back to it.' This position needs to be filled 

by somebody who is interested in doing it long -term. his 
[job]  is not a stepping stone; it's not a short term 

process. This wouldn't work if I were trying to be Riley. 

I'm not going to be Riley. We're very  different people. 
But we both have the same goal: To make the amateur 

community better."   
   Smith emphasized that an Amateur Radio license is "a 

privilege, not a right. When you come to the FCC and 

you sign up for a license and you get that license, you 
have agreed to abide by those Rules. That is inherent in 

the application process. As an applicant and a licensee,  
you have said, 'I will hereby comply with the Rules that 

have been enacted by the FCC.' So you have said, 'I will 
adhere to that.' And if you  choose not to, then you are 

subject to losing that privilege."   

   Smith is not yet a licensed amateur. She said that she 
will get her  license "someday," but that she did not want 

to get her license just  because her job involves Amateur 
Radio: "I didn't want to come into this  job and become a 

ham, saying, 'I'm getting this job so I'm going to be a  

ham -- not because I'm interested in being a ham, but 
because it looks better on paper.' So ultimately I will 

become a ham." Smith said that her father-in-law, when 
stationed in the FCC"s Field Office in Los 

Angeles, used to administer the Morse code test to 
prospective licensees: "So he has challenged me that 

before I can become an amateur on any level, I must 

learn Morse code and I must past the test with him  
administering the Morse code. So I have a challenge. I 

am going to begin learning Morse code this summer. He 
is going to start teaching me, so  once I have sufficient 

proficiency, then he will let me take the  

[Technician] test."  
 

Welcome aboard Laura.   
73 from the Egyptian Radio Club 



A Coax Choke?  
Why would I want to choke my coax?  

 

 

   If you are feeding your antenna with coaxial cable and 
the antenna is not quite resonant, you might have RF 

energy coming down the outside of your coax and 

feeding back into your shack. This can cause all kinds of 
weird things to happen such as TVI, RF burns on your 

lip from a metal microphone, Hearing strange ñDonald 
Duckò noises in your stereo or just about any other type 

of RF interference. Something I have found that will 
reduce the RFI coming back into my shack via the coax 

shielding is an RF coax choke.  

 
   They are easy to make. First you need a coil form 

about six inches in diameter. The coil form should be 
made of non-conducting material such as a section of 

PVC pipe or a plastic container. It will need to be six to 

eight inches in diameter and about six inches long. I 
found the three pound Folgers coffee containers are just 

about the right size and can be found in any grocery 
store.  

 
   Six inch diameter PVC pipe can be found in most 

hardware stores. You only need a short piece of it and it 
is inexpensive.  

 
 

 

   Remove the lid from the can so you can get to the 
inside to secure the cable ties to hold the wraps in place.  

 
   Poke or drill a hold on the can at a point where you 

want the top edg e of the coil to stop. Then wrap about 
five turns of coax cable around the can and snug it up 

fairly tight and mark the can with a pen or some other 
marker where you want the other end of the cable tie to 

go into the can and poke another hole. I used a poc ket 

knife to poke the holes. It makes for a rather tight fit for 
the cable tie and keeps it in place. 

 
   Poke the end of your cable tie from the inside of the 

can through to the outside through the first hole. Then 
take the end you just poked through and  bend it over 

the five wraps of cable and poke it through the second 
hole you poked in the can. You can snug it up inside the 

can and hold the coax in place.  Do not lock the cable tie 
inside the can yet. You lock it by pushing the beveled 

end through the slot in the thick end of the cable tie. 

You may want to adjust the cable after you get it all 
wrapped on the can so wait until you get it all in place 

before you lock the cable tie and pull it up tight. It has a 
built-in ratchet that will allow you to pull  it tighter but it 

will not pull loose once you pull it tight. The thick end of 

the cable tie and the beveled end should be inside the 



can. Just the thin strap of the tie will show outside the 

can. 

 
   If your holes are not tight enough on the cable ties to 

keep the coax in place you might want to use some duct 

tape or some other kind of tape to temporarily hold the 
coax in place while you wrap the next section.  

 
   Now you will repeat the process. Poke a second hold 

near the second of the two holes you made in the 
precious steps. Wrap another five turns of coax on the 

outside of the can and temporarily install the cable tie 
just as you did with the first one.  

It is now time to make any adjustments you want in the 

coax so the coils are nice and neat and lay evenly on the 
surface of the coffee can.  

 
   Lock the cable ties by passing the beveled ends 
through the slots in the thick end of each tie. Snug them 

up tight. You do not want the coils to move around. The 
inside of your coil form should look somet hing like this.  

 
   Next snip long the ends of t he cable ties about a 
quarter inch from where the ends come through the 

locks. That will leave you enough tail to get a pair of 

pliers on in case you need to snug them up a little more.  


