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 79 years old and 

moving ahead  

 

 

Where is W2NSD  today ? 

Submitted by KC0ZIW 

   Before there were cell phones, before there were laptops, before there were 

PCs, there was Wayne Green, a ham radio enthusiast turned magazine pub-

lisher from Brooklyn, N.Y. 
   Starting in the early 1960s with an army of can -do, build-it-yourself amateur 

radio fans behind him, Green encouraged readers of 73 magazine (73 means 
"best regards" in ham radio lingo), his first and longest -lived publication, to 

push the limits on the electronic bits and pieces that would evolve into today's 
e-mail systems, cellular networks and PCs.  

   Green was there at the dawn of the microcomputer revolution, committed to 

two ideas that were novelties at the time: that home enthusiasts could build 
and program their own computers, and that they'd be willing to subscribe to 

magazines and buy books that told them how to do so.  
   He was one of the world's first microcomputer software distributors -- his 

Instant Software Company sold reader-submitted programs that could be 

loaded automatically from cassette tapes. He predicted the rise of the "pico" 
computer, better known as the laptop. And he encouraged his readers to build 

a grass-roots wireless telephony network -- a nationwide array of amateur ra -
dio repeater towers that was the precursor to today's cellular networks.  

   Starting in 1975, Green built a small publishing empire in rural Peter-
borough, N.H., that included the magazines BYTE, Kilobaud (later called 

Microcomputing), 80-Micro (for enthusiasts of the TRS-80), inCider (for Apple 

II fans), Hot CoCo (TRS-80 Color Computers) and RUN (Commodore-64).  
   He rubbed elbows with high-tech elites such as Bill Gates and Steve Jobs 

and met international figures such as King Hussein of Jordan, an amateur 
radio buff.  

   Then he abruptly sold out -- in 1983, to IDG ( Computerworld's parent com-

pany) for $16 million -- and, he says, never looked back. 
   Green went on to found a few shorter -lived publications -- Pico, for laptops, 

and Tele, which covered the nascent cellular industry -- as well as CD Review, 
which helped establish the compact disc as the successor to the music LP. 

Later still, he founded Cold Fusion Journal, covering the controversial field of 

"tabletop" nuclear energy, a subject about which he remains passionate. All 
titles have since ceased publication, with 73 magazine finally folding in 2003 

after a 43-year run. 
   Now 86, Green lives in a 250-year-old farmhouse on 200 acres along the 

back roads of Hancock, N.H., from which he runs Wayne Green Books, a 
cottage business that offers titles such as The Secret Guide to Health and 

Moondoggle -- Apollo Hoax Expose.  
   Famous for his outspoken editorials over the years, Green's views have, if 
anything, become more controversial. A self-proclaimed "conspiracy factist," 

Green is convinced that man never set foot on the moon, that cell phones 
cause brain tumors, that the foods we eat are toxic, that the IRS and the 

Federal Reserve should be abolished, and that big oil has undermined efforts 

to prevent the development of cold f usion as a cheap and unlimited source of 
energy for America.  

   (continued on page 3)   

http://www.waynegreen.com/wayne/says.html


 

W9aiu  
activ ITIES 
CALENDAR 

 
 
Two meter net  
Every Tuesday night 8: PM  

 
 

Weekly 10 -10 Net  
Every Wednesday night 7: pm  
 
 
Monthly MEMBERSHIP meeting  
First Thursday of each month  
Next monthly meeting  

6:30 PM September 4 , 2008 
 
 

MONTHLY DIRECTOR½S MEETING 
Monday after membership  
meeting  
Next director meeting  

6:00 PM September 6, 2008 
 
 
 

Send information on your 
planned amateur radio ev -
ent  to the Podunk Hollow 
news at the email address   
 newslet ter@w9aiu.net  

indicating that it is for 
publication in the PDHN.  
 
 

Post Office Box 562,  
GRANITE CITY, ILLINOIS 62040

 

WALLY½S  wonderings  
 

   This last month my fertile mind has come up with many things to discuss in 
this column.  I say ñfertileò knowing full well that many of you will compare 

my mind to horse manure.  See, it fits ; but be nice and bear with me here . 
   During August a misunderstanding came up on what RF emissions may be 

transmitted on a repeater.  Our 146.7900MHz repeater is primarily a voice 
repeater.  Can other modes of communications be used on this repeater?  

Sure, in fact, one other mode already exists; MODULATED CW. 

   Could other modes be used on a repeater?  Yes, but with some extra degree 
of difficulty.  Could a CW teaching net be done?  Yes.  Can APRS be sent on 

the repeater?  Yes.  Are repeaters ideal for these modes?  Probably not, due 
to the problems that would need to be overcome.  Voice repeaters are best 

left to be voice repeaters and other digital modes are best moved to, either a 

simplex mode or a digital repeater.  
   Any CW operation on the repeater would necessitate a modulated CW signal 

be used.  You canôt expect an FM repeater to respond to the normal ñON-OFF 
keying of your CW transmitter, at least, not the 146.7900MHz repeater.  It 

simply was not designed to be operated in that manner.  
 

   Some years ago we had a very active Packet Radio network in operation 
serving the Greater St. Louis area.  It faded out due to a number of circum -

stances, I think mainly due to the increase in use of Internet messaging.  

Packet Radio was faster than CW nets and the Internet messaging is faster 
still.  In fact, that is my mai n concern about what will be the demise of 

Amateur Radio and Amateur Radio Traffic Nets. 
 

   I am thrilled to have information concerning Wayne Green, W2NSD, appear 
on the front page of the Podunk Hollow News this month.  73 Magazine was a 

great monthly publication that rivaled QST and CQ.  Wayne had loads of con-
struction articles and conversion articles related to surplus military equipment.  

The pages were loaded with advertisements from dozens of surplus dealers 

offering good prices on things that, today, are unattainable.  When was the 
last time you saw an R-390 Receiver being offered for sale?  If you can find 

one in good condition, even today, you will pay over $1000.  
   I could kick myself for ever selling mine.  

    

ITôS AMATEUR RADIO, ENJOY, HAVE FUN.  
 

   We have had a lot of interest in the Science@NASA series of articles that 
are being published on the web.  In light of that interest, we are publishing a 

few items that will be of interest to amateur radio  here in the PDHN. 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

The Egyptian Radio Club uses only Heil Headsets 
and Microphones . 
                                  

   

mailto:newsletter@w9aiu.net


 

MEMBERSHIP 
BUSINESS MEETING, 

AUGUST 7 
 

Meeting opened by N9OQK at 6:30 
PM. 

 
Secretaryôs minutes were published 

in the Podunk Hollow News for 
everyone to read.  A motion was 

made to accept them as published.  

The motion was seconded. Passed.  
 

Treasurerôs report was given and 
revealed that we have a good 

balance and are in the black. 

 
Southwestern Illinois College 

notified us that the History Room 
is needed for their use on the first 

Thursday of December.  It was 
decided by those present that we 

will attempt to have our Christmas 

meeting and Party on that date at 
a location yet to be determined.  

 
Further, the college will be closed 

on the first Thursday of January, 

which is January 1.  A motion was 
made by Bill Bell, W9BEL, our club 

Vice President and seconded by 
Wally Wise, WA9BRQ, Secretary/ 

Treasurer that the January 

meeting be skipped rather than 
rescheduled due to the hectic pace 

of the holidays. 
 

Ed Way, K9WAY and Frank Shears, 
K7RMJ are the nominating 

committee for 2009 ERC Officers 

and Directors.  WA9BRQ was 
requested to put a notice in the 

PDHN to that effect. 
 

Marty Schultz, N9PPJ gave the 

repeater report and discussed our 
proposal for a new mounting 

arrangement on the SIU-E water 
tower.  We were notified that we 

CAN NOT drill any holes in the 
collar of the water tower; but a 

new mount may be designed for 

welding into position and must be 
submitted to the Facilities Manager 

at the college, Mr. Bob Washburn.  
After approval, it may be welded 

into position by a certified welder. 

 

Additional work is needed on the 
146.7600MHz repeater.  The new 

antenna is ready to be set into 
place.  The club will contact Bob 

Graff, K9FHV, to set up a schedule, 

if Bob is available, to climb the 
tower.  The Egyptian Radio Club is 

indebted to Bob for his help.  A 
430 foot tower is not an easy 

climb. 
 

With regret, the club accepted the 

resignation of Bill Bell, W9BEL as 
chairman of the Communications 

Van Project.  Bill finds himself 
working long 5 and 6 day weeks 

on his job and does not have the 

time he wishes available to devote 
to the van.  

 
The Communications Van needs an 

engine tune-up, brake inspection, 
fiberglass body work, a new step 

bumper in the rear, mounts for the 

amateur radio antennas to be put 
in place on the roof and a new 

paint job.  This is just too much for 
Mr. Bill to handle in addition to his, 

more than, full time j ob.  Let us 

not forget that this is a club 
project and club members are 

needed to help with the renovation 
of the van.  The chairman should 

not be expected to do it alone.  

 
Final details were put together for 

the Fly-In at the St. Louis Regional 
Airport on September 27.  Again, 

cold water will be offered to 
visitors at this event.  

 

Two new members were accepted 
into the club. Daniel Allen Sr., 

KC9MYN and Daniel Allen Jr., 
KC9MYM.  Welcome Gentlemen. 

 

A trivia contest was conducted at 
the end of the meeting.   Frank 

Shears, K7RMJ, although not 
available for this meeting, made 

up some very puzzling questions.  
The contest was won by Nolan 

Zobrist, KA9VKC.  He may not look 

that sharp; but looks are de -
ceiving. 

 
Wally Wise, WA9BRQ stated that 

he received  a  phone  call    from  

 

Jackie Kebel, XYL of K9IBP-SK.  
Larryôs radio tower is available to 

anyone who wishes to help 
disassemble it and haul it away.  

Jackie will pay for a large crane to  

help disassemble the tower.  
Personal injury liability will be the 

responsibility the person taking the 
tower. 

 
President Bill Dusenbery, N9OQK, 

closed the meeting at 7: 20 PM and 

we adjourned to the meeting after 
the meeting, at the Flying-J.  Some 

folks went to Mickey-Dôs. 
____________________________ 

W2NSD  

(continued  from page 1)  
 

   For all that,  Green is not a pes-
simist,  nor is he wallowing  in the 

past. For him, only whatôs ahead 
matters. "I'm always impatient 

with [the pace of] new  techno -

logies. I live mostly in the future," 
he says.  

   Computerworld national corres-
pondent Robert L. Mitchell, who 

formerly worked for Green, caught 

up with Green at his farmhouse to 
look back on his role in the 

computer revolution; to find out 
what the upbeat entrepreneur, 

visionary and high-tech publisher 
has been doing since; and to hear 

what comes next. 

____________________________ 
 

 

Join the  

 
SUPPORT AMATEUR RADIO



The Egyptian Radio Club proudly joins in 

supporting the ñFly-In  at St. Louis Regional 

Airport in Bethalto, Illinois on September 27 th .  

 
 

 

 
 

FREE RIDES 
for Kids from 
8 to 17, with 

parental 
permission  

 
 

 
 

 
The Egyptian 

Radio Club 
will offer free 
cold drink for 
those visitors 
stop ping  by 

our tent.

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

St. Louis Regional Airport  
Historic Airplane Fly -In  

September 2 7, 2008                 9 AM ï 3 PM 
 

 



 

NEW VAN CHAIRMAN NEEDS YOUR HELP  
 

 
 

   Jack Leverich, KC9KY, has accepted the position as Chairman of 
the Communications Van Project.  Bill B ell, W9BEL, found his new 
job  requiring too man y hours at work and reluctantly  has resigned 
as van project chairman.  
   Jack, after being dragged kicking and screaming, has finally 
agreed to head up the pr oject.  Jack knows abou t all there is to 
know about KSHEôs old remote communications van .   Jack has 
drafted Nolan Zobrist, KA9VKC, as second in command.  
   However, t his is not a project that can be done by one or two 
people.  Every E.R.C. member is being  requested to contribute 
their help in  getting this van renovated and ready to roll as our 
new Communications Van.  
 

What can you do to help?  Please HELP.  Thank You.  
 



 
NASA TO EXPLORE ñSECRET LAYERò OF THE SUN 

September 9  2008  
Submitted by N9NJS  

 

   Next April, for a grand total of 8 
minutes, NASA astronomers are 

going to glimpse a secret layer of 
the sun. 

   Researchers call it "the transition 
region." It is a place in the sun's 

atmosphere, about 5000 km above 

the stellar surface, where magnetic 
fields overwhelm the pressure of 

matter and seize control of the 
sun's gases. It's where solar flares 

explode, where coronal mass 

ejections begin their journey to 
Earth, where the solar wind is 

mysteriously accelerated to a 
million mph.  

   It is, in short, the birthplace of 
space weather.  

   Researchers hope it is about to 

yield its secrets. 
 

 
Above :  Not far above the surface 
of the sun lies the "transit ion 

region" where magnetic fields 

seize control of solar gases. Photo 
credit: NASA/TRACE.  

 
   "Early next year, we're going to 

launch an experimental telescope 
that can measure vector magnetic 

fields in the transition region," 

explains Jonathan Cirtain of the 
Marshall Space Flight Center 

(MSFC). Previous studies have 
measured these fields above and 

below the transition regionðbut 

never inside it. "We hope to be the 
first."  

The name of the telescope is 
SUMI, short for Solar Ultraviolet 

Magnetograph Investigation. It 
was developed by astronomers 

and engineers at the MSFC and is 

currently scheduled for launch  
 

 

from White Sands, New Mexico, in 
April 2009. 

   SUMI works by means of 
"Zeeman splitting." Dutch physicist 

Pieter Zeeman discovered the 
effect in the 19th century. When a 

glass tube filled with incandescent 

gas is dipped into a magnetic field, 
spectral lines emitted by the gas 

get split into two slightly different 
colorsðthe stronger the field, the 

bigger the splitting. The same 

thing happens on the sun. Here, 
for instance, are some spectral 

lines from gaseous iron being split 
by the magnetic field of a sunspot:  

   By measuring the gap, 
astronomers estimate the strength 

of the sunspot's magnetic field. 

Furthermore, by measuring the 
polarization of the split line, 

astronomers can figure out the 
direction of the magnetic field. 

Strength + direction = everything 

you ever wanted to know about a 
magnetic field!  

This trick has been applied to 
thousands of sunspots on the solar 

surface, but never to the transition 

region just a short distance above.  
Why not? 

 

 Above:  Zeeman splitting of 

spectral lines from a strongly-

magnetized sunspot. 
 

   "Just bad luck, really," says 
Cirtain. "Gas in the transition 

region doesn't produce many 
strong spectral lines that we can 

see at visible wavelengths." It 

does, however, produce lines at 
UV wavelengths invisible from 

Earth's surface. 
 

 

   " That's why we have to leave 
Earth." 

SUMI will blast off inside the nose 
cone of a Black Brant rocket on a 

sub-orbital flight that takes it to an 
altitude of 300 km. "We'll be above 

more than 99.99% of Earth's 

atmosphere," says Cirtain. About 
68 seconds into the flight, payload 

doors will open, affording SUMI a 
crystal-clear view of the UV sun. 

"From that moment, we've only 

got 8 minutes to work with. We'll 
target an active region and start 

taking data." 
 

 
Above : A Black Brant sounding 
rocket of the type that will carry 

SUMI above Earth's atmosphere. 
 

   SUMI's "vector magnetograph" is 

tuned to study a pair of spectral 
lines: one from triply -ionized 

carbon (CIV) at 155 nanometers 
and a second from singly-ionized 

magnesium (MgII) at 280 

nanometers. "There's nothing 
special about those ions," notes 

Cirtain. "They just happen to 
produce the best and brightest 

lines at temperatures and densities 
typical of the transition region."  

(continued on page 7)  

 



 

(SUN from page 6)  

   Cirtain anticipates how it will feel  

to have his precious instrument 
hurtling 300 km above Earth at 

5,000 mph: "Eight minutes of 
terror." He'll start breathing again 

when the payload doors close and 

SUMI begins its descent back to 
Earth. Cirtain ticks off the stages: 

"Reentry into the atmosphere. 
Open parachutes. Landing back at 

White Sands. Recovery." 
   The short flight probably won't 

lead to immediate breakthroughs. 

"But it will demonstrate the SUMI 
concept and show us if it's going 

to work." A successful flight would 
lead to more flights and eventually 

to a SUMI-style magnetograph 

permanently installed on a space 
telescope. 

   ñThat's the dream," he says. 
Transition region, prepare to 

yield... 
 

===================  

Nominating 
Committee 
Appointed  

 
   Bill Dusenbery, N9OQK, has 

made the appointment of Ed Way, 
K9WAY, to chair a Nominating 

Committee for the upcoming ERC 

election in December.   
   Frank Shears, K7RMJ, presently 

a Board Member and the only 
incumbent who will remain in 

office, will assist Ed in finding 
candidates to run for office for the 

2009 calendar year.  Four positions 

will be open; President, Vice Pres-
ident, Secretary/Treasurer and one 

additional member of the board 
who will run as a candidate-at-

large. 

   Ed and Frank have asked that 
members contact them with 

recommendations for nominations 
at their respective email addresses 

below: 
 

Ed is, K9WAY@charter.net  

Frank is cuban9@charter.net  
 
 

CHRISTMAS 
PARTY 

IS COMING in  
December  

 

   Marsha Wilson, KC9KTS is, once 
again, in charge of our Christmas 

activities.  She is looking for the 

best restaurant, with the best food 
at the best price that is available 

on the first Thursday of Decem-
ber.. 

   Southwestern Illinois College has 

notified us that the first Thursday 
of December will not be available 

for us to meet at the college, 
therefore we have no choice but to 

find a restaurant that will accomo -
date us for our monthly meeting 

and give us a good selection of 

food for our Christmas Party. 
   At this time, t he date for our 

Christmas Party has not been set; 
but we hope to have it scheduled 

on the first Thursday .  We en-

courage you to keep your calendar 
open to attend the ERC Christmas 

Party. 
 

 

 
 

 

K9IBP TOWER 
AVAILABLE  

 

   Larry Kebel, K9IBP-SK (may he 

rest in peace) erected a 190 foot 
tower to put his signal over a tall 

hill behind his home on Johnson 
Hill Road.  It worked, and served 

Itty Bitty Puppy for many years.  
K9IBP had a very strong signal on 

the west coast for many years. 

   Larry passed away in 2006.  

Jackie, Larryôs XYL, is making this 

tower available to anyone who 
wishes to take the responsibility 

for disassembly and removal.    
   The person who takes the tower 

must take it all, the good sections 

and the damaged sections.  This 
person must show Jackie proof of 

liability in case of damage to any 
existing structures or grounds and 

a notarized document relieving 
Jackie of responsibility for any 

personal injury to any personnel 

working on the tower removal.  
   A crane will be on the property  

to help with disassembly but you 
will climb the tower  to unbolt the 

sections for removal.  The crane 

will load the tower sections on 
your flatbed truck which you use 

to haul the tower away.  
   Call Mrs. Jackie Kebel at 

345 -0634 to discuss details or 

to ma ke an appointment.  

mailto:K9WAY@charter.net
cuban9@charter.net

