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C L U B S  W O R K  
W A L K A T H O N 

 
   Kimberly Schaubert, an intern at 
the American Lung Association 

from SIUE wrote an email asking 3 
radio clubs for help in providing 

safe and effective radio communi-

cations for their annual  Asthma 
Walk.  Two clubs responded.  The 

St. Clair Amateur Radio Club from 
Belleville, Il. And the Egyptian 

Radio Club wanted to help fill t hat 

need.  Both clubs are well versed 
in providing radio communications 

for such public events. 
   Dale Wentz, KB9JJA, from the 

SCARC and Wally Wise, WA9BRQ, 

put together a list of 16 hams who 
volunteered to provide their radios 

and be the communicators along 
the old Illinois Terminal St. Louis-

Peoria Interurban  right-of-way, 
now the Madison County Transit 

bike trail on the Southern edge of 

SIUE on a cold and rainy Saturday 
morning, April 12.   

   A with all events like this, there 
are always a few people who have 

last minute details that prevent 

them from taking part in providing 
communications. 

   Dale and Wally want to thank 
the following individuals who 

endured the cold, the slight drizzle 
and gave up their sleeping in on 

Saturday.  KE5BG, Dan Pierson; 

N9BPK, Charles Sarkisian; K9WAY, 
Ed Way; KB9WQJ, Mike Cromwall; 

W5DTR, Curtis Williams; KC9CIL, 
Curtis Fisher; KB9UEF, Louis Stark; 

KB0VTK, Paul Doran; KC9MYQ, 

William Carruba.  Dale Wentz, 
KB9JJA was in charge of 

operations with Wally Wise, 
WA9BRQ acting as a roving radio 

driving from the start/finish line to 

all points along the trail.  

    

Tod West, KB9AIL retires  
As  Madison County E.C.  
 

   Tod West KB9AIL, has been a fixture in Madison County EmComm for years. 

All good things come to an end though, and T od has decided to step back as 
EC of Madison County.  In recognition of his devotion to service, Pat Ryan, 

KC6VVT, and Curtis Williams, W5DTR, presented Tod with a Certificate of 

Appreciation at the recent Lewis & Clark ARC Hamfest in Godfrey.  Tod 
continues as an OES, as we don't let good volunteers go completely.  Tod has 

been a friend and supporter since I began my activities several years ago, and 
I join Pat and Curtis in saying 'WELL DONE!' 

 
   The above comments are reprinted from the ARRL, Illinois Section 
Newsletter as published monthly by our Illinois Section Manager KA9QPN, 
Thomas T. Ciciora. 
 
The entire Egyptian Radio Club thanks Tod for his service to our club and our 
county as Emergency Coordinator of Madison County. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Q U A  K  E  
   An earthquake occurred 35 km (20 miles) SW of Vincennes, Indiana and 
205 km (125 miles) SW of INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana at 3:36 AM MDT, Apr 18, 

2008 (4:36 AM CDT in Illinois). The magnitude and location may be revised 
when additional data and further analysis results are available. There have 

been no reports of damage.  There have been multiple aftershocks. 

 

EARTHQUAKES IN THE ILLINOIS BASIN  

OZARK DOME REGION   
 

   This large region borders the much more 

seismically active New Madrid seismic zone on 
the seismic zone's north and west. The Illinois 

basin - Ozark dome region covers parts of 
Indiana, Kentucky, Illinois, Missouri, and 

Arkansas and stretches from Indianapolis and 

St. Louis to Memphis. Moderately frequent 
earthquakes occur at irregular intervals 

throughout the region. The largest historical 
earthquake in the region (magnitude 5.4) 

damaged southern Illinois in 1968. Moderately damaging earthquakes strike 

somewhere in the region each decade or two, and smaller earthquakes are 
felt about once or twice a year. In addition, geologists have found evidence of 

eight or more prehistoric earthquakes over the last 25,000 years that were 
much larger than any observed historically in the region.  



 

  ACTIVITIES 
 CALENDAR 
 
Two meter net  
Every Tuesday night 8: PM  

 
Weekly 10 -10 Net  
Every Wednesday night 7: pm  
 
MONTHLY DIRECTOR½S MEETING 
Monday before member ship 
meeting  
Next director meeting  

                      June 2, 2008 
 

Monthly MEMBERSHIP meeting  
First Thursday of each month  
Next monthly meeting  

June 5, 2008 
 

Egyptianfest 2008   
Southwestern  Illinois  college   
Granite City  
Second Sunday in June  
                            June 8, 2008  
 
Field day 2008  
Southwestern  Illinois  college  
Granite City  
LAST FULL WEEKEND IN JUNE 

June 28 & 29, 2008  
 

Dayton hamvention  
Hara arena, Dayton, Ohio  

May 16, 17, 18, 2008  
 

Starved rock arc  
Bureau county fairgrounds  
Seneca, Illinois  

June 1, 2008  
 

Six meter club of Chicago  
Dupage county fairgrounds  
Westmont, Illinois  

June 8, 2008  
 

Send information on your 
planned  amateur radio ev -
ents the Podunk hollow news  
newsletter@w9aiu.net   

 

WALLY½S WONDERINGS 
 

   This is a new venture for me.  Letôs see how deep in trouble my wonder-
ings will get me.  

 
   The front page of last monthôs PDHN was an editorial by this writer on the 

subject of The Amateurôs Code.  I added three points that I felt had been 
either overlooked or were felt unnecessary to be included when the original 

points were drawn up.  In 1928 when Paul Segal wrote the original Amateurôs 

Code we lived in a different society, and by a different code of conduct.  
   I suggested two new attributes be considered for inclusion in the Amateurôs 

Code; RESPECTFUL, DIVERSITY AND HONESTY.  In 1928, these items were 
not addressed because the need for them was not there.  Today we need to 

take a new look at what an amateur needs to be.  An amateur needs to be 

RESPECTFULérespecting the opinions and ideas of others, even if they differ 
from your own.  A respectful ham will accept DIVERSITY, which he/she will 

not discriminate based upon other peopleôs beliefs on personal matters.  In 
addition the amateur will be, HONESTéan honest ham will not spread false 

rumor and attempt to deceive others with things untrue.  
   This is what our Illinois Section Manager, Thomas T. Ciciora, KA9QPN, had 
to say:  ñIn the April issue of the Podunk Hollow News of the Egyptian RC, 
Walter Wise WB9BRQ uses the privilege of the editor's chair to reprint the 
Amateur's Code with some personal additions. The Code, written in 1928 by 
Paul Segal W9EEA, embodies everything that we should strive for. Walter's 
suggested additions on respectfulness and honesty bear consideration if not 
addition. And Walter...as frequent readers can verify, I've never found it 
necessary to be apologetic for an honest opinion.ò 
   Tom did not say that he endorses my opinion; but he found no reason for 

me to apologize for my opinion.  Thanks Tom.  I guess this is one opinion that 
will not put me in the doghouse and it sure is rewarding to see that our news -

letter is being read by our ARRL officials.  Makes the effort worthwhile. 

_________________________________________________ 
    

  The information QUAKE article on page one came from the NWS bulletins. 
_________________________________________________ 
   Although Bubbaôs Antenna Contest did not attract a large number of 2 

meter antennas to be tested and judged; the contest did something that has 
been needed for a long, long, time.  The contest provided a means for a 

bunch of amateurs to get together and  talk.  Not a hamfest where a club was 
trying to make a profit; but just a picnic where everyone could relax and enjoy 

good food and good friendship.  Pictures and article are later in this issue. 

_________________________________________________ 
 

   The Egyptian Radio Club has promised to have our Communications Van on 

view at Egyptianfest 2008.  Well, that can happen if we have nothing but good 
weather and all weekends until June 8.  The truth is that we just cannot 

accomplish that feat with our present situation.  The van is going to take a 
few bucks to get it finished and we are gearing up for Egyptianfest, not a 

Communications Van.  We need special antenna mounts for the roof of the 

fiberglass van, we need special sanding and fill -in work on the fiberglass sides 
of the van.  We need new metal and specialized welding on the rusted 

bumpers of the van; then we must get the paint job done and the graphics 
made and affixed to the van.  In other words, we are a needy bunch.  LOL.  

We have a lot of work ahead of us; but we are capable of doing just that.

newsletter@w9aiu.net


To publish or not to publish . That is the question . 
By Norm Schrein,  KA8PGJ  

 
 

   I recently received a call from a 

representative within the US Army 
wondering why an individual would 

be publishing not only military 
tactical frequencies, but also call 

signs and contents of conversa-

tions monitored on a web site 
devoted to scanner enthusiasts. 

   I guess, it is just a matter of 
determining how far to push the 

envelope and also a matter of 
common sense when it comes to 

publishing sensitive data on the 

internet, magazines or anywhere 
else for that matter.  

   Granted, the military was using 
an existing 300 MHz trunking radio 

system near Savannah, Georgia 

that was operating in the clear.  
True enough, they probably should 

have encrypted anything they did 
not want to be overheard.  But 

they did not do that and someone 

was able to determine t he fre-
quencies, call signs and basically 

what they were up to in the 
process. 

   Now as radio enthusiasts we like 
to share what we come across on 

the radio, but we should be 

mindful, that there are certain 
things we should not share, and in 

some cases, things that we are not 
permitted by law to share.  Also, if 

we want to share this information 

with other enthusiasts, sometimes 
it is a good idea to do so in a low 

profile manner so that we donôt 
manage to shoot ourselves in the 

foot.  
   Once the Army was aware of 

what was happening, they had the 

opportunity, and certainly the 
ability, to encrypt the trans -

missions.  Once that happened, 
then no one was able to hear what 

might have otherwise been very 

interesting radio communications.  
The only way the Army knew that 

someone was listening to their 
radio communications is because 

this person posted it to a very 

publicly accessible website. So, 
instead   of   being  able   to  allow  

 

allow many others to hear the 

conversations, the posting of the 
information shut out anyone else 

from listening.  In fact it shut 
everyone else from listening 

because the Army simply 

encrypted the transmissions. 
   There are some radio 

enthusiasts among us that say that 
they can monitor whatever they 

want an do whatever they want 
with it.  While that is somewhat 

true, they do not benefit the entire 

hobby by causing the agency that 
was being monitored to close out 

everyone because of a not-so-
smart posting on the internet.  

    Also, we may not monitor 

anything that we wish.  That 
changed back in 1987 when it 

became illegal to tune into cellular 
telephone calls.  As it ended up in 

any case, the cellular technology 

changed and the majority of cell 
phone conversations are now 

transmitted in a digital format that 
scanners are incapable of de-

coding.  For the few remaining 
analog cellular conversations still 

remaining; yes it is possible to 

listen to those calls, but not legal.  
   The Communications Act of 1937 

also made it illegal to reveal to a 
third party what one has 

monitored on the airw aves.  An 

example of this would be a taxi 
dispatcher listening to the calls of 

a competitor and then sending one 
of his cabs to the location to beat 

out the competition.  Also, another 
example of this would be if I were 

to listen to a radio communication 

then tape record it or tell it in its 
totality to another person.  Now, 

while my second example is 
technically illegal, it probably 

would not be enforced as there 

was not any monetary gain in the 
revealing of that conversation.  

   So, while the airwaves are open 
to anyone who wants to monitor 

the frequencies, with the exception 

of cell phones and a few other 
services, it does not mean that the  

 

person receiving the information 

can do whatever he wants to with 
it.  

   Instead, there needs to be a 
dose of common sense for both 

parties.  The person using a radio 

should remember that if he is not 
encrypting his communication that 

anyone can hear what he is 
saying.  For 99 percent of people 

and their radio communication, 
this is not a problem.  For the 

others, like the Army sample 

above, they can deal with the 
eavesdropper with encryption.  

However, the person monitoring 
the radio communications, should 

remember that he does not have 

the right to do whatever he wants 
with the information and that he 

should practice some security 
measures of his own when sharing 

his information with others.  That 

way, we can all listen to and enjoy 
our scanners without the worry 

that someoneôs posting will end 
our ability to listen to a specific 

agency. 
 

   This article was imported from 
the NATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS 
May/June 2008 issue with the very 
kind permission of Norm Schrein, 
KA8PGJ. 
 

 
Norm Schrein, KA8PGJ  

 

   Norm is the author of this article and 
the publisher/editor of National Com-
munications www.nat-com.org.  National 
Communications is available in annual 
subscription for $3.50 and is published 
6 times per year.  A great Scanning. 
Citizensô Band and Two-Way Radio 
magazine.

http://www.nat-com.org/


 

PI CNI C FUN
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

   May 4, 2008, Bubbaôs 

Redne ck  Antenna Contest 
drew a good crowd of 

amateurs to Pleasant Ridge 
Park in Fairview Heights, 

Illinois.  Unfortunately, every -
one was more intent on the 

picnic aspect of the event than 

the antenna contest.  
 

   That did not stop everyone 
from having a great time and 

enjoying the food and great 

company.   

 
 

 
1 Omni directional Unity Gain Antenna  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The Podunk Hollow News is 
indebted to Marsha and Mark 

Wilson, KC9KTS and KC9IJX 

for these photos of the picnic 
fun.  

 
 

 
 


