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Moving  .76 
 
   When the A. G. Edwards brokerage firm was 

sold; we knew the time was right to move our 
146.76 MHz repeater to a new home.  Thanks to 

Jack Leverich, KC9KY, that new home was made 
available even before we were ready to relocate 

the physical repeater equipment. 
   Our repeater committee set the date for the 

move as January 4, 2008.  The antenna had 

previously been installed at the studios and 
control center of KDNL-TV, “TV30”, at 1215 Cole 

Street in St. Louis.  The antenna had been in-
stalled at the 470 foot level of the old KWK-TV 

tower at that location.  The tower is not used for 

commercial radio or television transmission and 
was just begging for an amateur radio repeater 

installation. 
 

 
K9FHV installing 76 antenna 

 

   Marty Schultz, N9PPJ; Nolan Zobrist, KA9VKC; 
Jack Leverich, KC9KY; and Bill Bell, W9BEL, 

were the club members working on this project.  

Marty and Nolan dismantled the equipment at 
the A. G. Edwards location and moved it to the 

new repeater home.  Jack and Bill met them at 
KDNL-TV  to install the repeater  in a room next  

 

to the old studios of KPNT.  There are receivers 
for remote broadcasts of various Bonneville and 

Emmis radio stations in St. Louis already in the 
room and taking very little space.  It was ready 

made for our installation. 
 

 
A.G.Edwards penthouse, W9AIU antenna in front 

 

   It was a rainy and dismal day when Nolan and 

Marty removed the repeater from its home at 
the A. G. Edwards building. The repeater had 

been housed in this penthouse where the 
building elevator motors were housed.  After 

many years of sitting along side those motors 

the equipment was covered in layers of dust and 
grime.  It took nearly a full hour to clean the 

repeater cabinet and duplexers for installation at 
their new home in a clean room at KDNL-TV. 



 
Repeater room at KDNL-TV 

    
The antenna is a dual band (144/440MHz) 
antenna and will be used for the Egyptian Radio 

Club‟s 146.76MHz repeater and the Jack 

Leverich, KC9KY / Gary Rossy, KA9YMH, 
447.750MHz repeater.  In accordance with the 

Missouri Repeater Council guidelines for Eastern 
Missouri, the VHF repeater has a PL tone of 

141.3.  The UHF repeater is does not have a PL 

tone at the present time. 
 

 
These are the UHF duplexers 

 

   A UHF repeater installation is very neat, in 
comparison to a VHF repeater installation.  UHF 

duplexers are very small and easily protected; 
VHF duplexers are large and easily damaged by 

a misplaced foot when walking around them.  

We really need to rack mount these big can 

duplexers.  
 

 
VHF duplexers 

 
 

   No project is finished until Nolan Zobrist, 

KA9VKC makes sure we leave no traces of the 
radio club behind.  The Egyptian Radio Club, 

W9AIU cleans up after itself.  We make sure to 

leave the property as neat as we found it on the 
first day we began use.   

 

 
Nolan gathering the last pieces of hardware 

 
   The new 146.76MHz repeater seems to have a 

larger footprint than we had anticipated.  It may 

prove to outshine the 146.79MHz machine.  
Well, why not, 76 was the clubs first repeater 

many years ago. 



Annual Dues 

   I always hate when time comes to pay dues. 
It is a subject that no one really wants to deal 

with; but it is a necessary part of running our 
club.  We have some good news to go along 

with the normal, “Dues are due”. 
   The bylaw proposal was withdrawn because of 
problems in making the application for the 

501(c)3 charitable status; BUT the board is 
happy to announce that our senior citizen 

members will get the reduced break as was 
proposed in the by-law changes. 

   A special proposal was made by Bill Bell, 

W9BEL, will make a one year moratorium on 
dues for the senior citizens and will put in place 

the same structure as originally proposed.  All 
members of the Egyptian Radio Club over the 

age of 65 may pay $24.00 for this year only for 

FULL MEMBERSHIP. 
   Also, members are reminded that our Bylaws 

allow any member to pay their dues in quarterly 
payments.  That is: regular members under age 

65 may pay $9.00 in January, April, July and 

October.  Those over 65 may pay $6.00 in 
January, April, July and October.  Failure to 

make the next payment, when due, on this 
schedule will result in the member being 

declared delinquent and may result in 
cancelation of membership. 

   Due to the withdrawal of the Bylaw changes, 

all other proposals have been tabled until the 
board of directors can rethink and redraw a new 

proposal that will fit with our charitable tax 
status.  To follow through with changes, at this 

time, will jeopardize our application with the 

Internal Revenue Service. 

 

Egyptian RADIO 
CLUB CALENDAR 

 
Weekly Two meter net 

Every Tuesday night at 8:00 PM 
Weekly 10-10 Net 

Every Wednesday night at 7:00 pm 
Monthly meeting 

First Thursday of each month 
Next monthly meeting 

MARCH 6, 2008 
Red neck antenna contest & pot luck 

May 4, 2008     
Pleasant Ridge Park 

Fairview heights, Illinois 
Egyptianfest 2008   

 Southwestern Illinois College  
In Granite City 

Second Sunday in June                June 8, 2008 
Field day 2008 

June 28 & 29, 2008 
 

RED CROSS TO SPEAK  
 

AT MARCH 6 MEETING 
 

      Al Bertram, Director of Emergency Service 
for the American Red Cross in this area has 

offered to speak to the Egyptian Radio Club on 
this subject.  Al will detail how to prepare a 

family or individual disaster plan, a disaster 

supplies kit and an emergency preparedness 
checklist.  This will prepare you to take care of 

yourselves and your families in any disaster, 
whether it is natural, technological or human-

caused. 
   This presentation is 1 hour long and includes 

handouts to all in the audience. 

 
Disaster Preparedness Presentations on:  
TORNADOS 
SEVERE THUNDERSTORMS 

EARTHQUAKES 

RIVERINE & FLASH FLOODS 
HAZARDOUS CHEMICAL INCIDENTS 

WINTER STORMS 
HEATWAVES 

WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION 

TERRORIST INCIDENTS 



DO YOU 
HANDLE TRAFFIC? 

 

   Do you handle ARRL message traffic?  There 
are traffic nets still in operation.  We do not 

need a military action to stir up traffic, we can 
do that by ourselves.  Do you have an Aunt Lucy 

who lives half way across the country?   Why 
not send her birthday greetings by ham radio?  

Exercise your traffic handling skills; remember 

the basis and purpose of ham radio.  We all 
should be able to handle message traffic. 

   Curtis Williams, W5DTR is teaching the proper 
method of handling amateur radio traffic on the 

ARES training net every Wednesday evening.  

The sessions are held on a number of repeaters 
at 7:30PM, including the 145.290 K9KE repeater. 

   Just as a refresher, these are the ABCs for 
traffic handling. 

ALPHA 
BRAVO 

CHARLIE 

DELTA 
ECHO 

FOXTROT 
GOLF 

HOTEL 

INDIA 
JULIET 

KILO 
LIMA 

MIKE 

NOVEMBER 
OSCAR 

PAPA 
QUEBECK 

ROMEO 
SIERRA 

TANGO 

UNIFORM 
VICTOR 

WHISKEY 
XRAY 

YANKEY 

ZULU 
   These are the ARRL and ICAO recognized 

phonetics.  These are the phonetics taught by 
the U.S. Military in handling message traffic.  If 

you are working DX it helps to identify your sta-
tion by the above phonetics.  Stick to the 

standard phonetics.  The days of “ABLE UNCLE 

EASY” being understood are over.  Phonetics 
need to be standardized the world around.  

ERC TRIVIA QUIZ 
 

   How many of you were around when the 

Egyptian Radio Club had the call letters WR9ACA 

and WR9ACB?  What were they assigned to?  
What was the first ERC repeater on the air and 

where was it located? 
   This is all part of Egyptian Radio Club history.  

Most of us were not even born when the ERC 

was started in 1929.  How well do you know the 
history of your club? 

 

ERC BOARD 
HIGHLIGHTS 

 
   The February 7 Egyptian Radio Club board 

meeting was lively, quick and many topics were 
discussed.  All officers and directors were 

present. 
1. Since the Secretary/Treasurer‟s printer 

went south for the winter, reading of 

the reports was dispensed with. 
2. Marsha Wilson, KC9KTS reported that 

the guest speaker for the March 
meeting is all set. 

Further, she said that a guest speaker 
has been lined up for the 2009 Hamfest. 

3. Frank Shears, K7RMJ, Hamfest Chair-

man reported that we have 4 vendors 
set for the event; but are still looking for 

more.  We are set for a Public Service 
Announcement (PSA) on TV-30 (KDNL-

TV).  Jack Leverich, KC9KY, will look 

into PSAs on radio. 
4. Tickets were discussed and handed out 

to those members present. 
5. Bill Bell, W9BEL, reported that the van 

may be ready for Field Day.  The site of 

the event is still under consideration. 
6. The W9AIU.org website has been 

rescued from Simplehost, the previous 
ISP and placed with a new and cheaper 

ISP.  W9AIU.org is being rebuilt; but 
W9AIU.com is advertising Egyptianfest 

2008.  When .org is completed, we will 

offer each member an email mailbox, 
just like the ARRL does. 

7. Bill Bell, W9BEL, gave the repeater 
report in the absence of Marty Schultz.  

Marty‟s mother is hospitalized; Marty is 

spending as much time with her as he 
can.  Bill said the DTMF tones that 



sometimes plague conversation is 

caused by voice harmonics from the 
person transmitting.  We expect to have 

this problem cleaned up when the new 
CAT 500 is installed at the water tower 

site. 

8. Jack Leverich, KC9KY reports that the 
new antenna purchased for installation 

at the 800 foot level on the KDNL-TV 
transmission tower on Watson Road has 

been soldered at each crimp point.  This 
should eliminate any popping noise 

during flexing in the wind.  We are 

waiting for the tower climbers to show 
up to take the antenna up the tower. 

 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
 

   The membership meeting was well attended 

and, again, many topics were discussed. 
 

1. The By-Law change is postponed until 
the IRS rules on our 501(c)3 application. 

2. Bill Bell, W9BEL, made a proposal 
that all senior citizens be allowed 

to pay $24.00 for this year.  The 

board expects to be able to reintroduce 
changes to the By-Laws before the end 

of the year. 
3. Marsha Wilson, KC9KTS, made the 

report that we have a very special guest 

speaker for Egyptianfest 2009.  The club 
feels very fortunate to have this 

speaker.  Formal announcement to 
come shortly. 

4. Bill Bell, W9BEL, stated that we are 
hoping to have the communications van 

at the 2008 Egyptianfest.  As of this 

writing, we are still waiting for the 
painting to be accomplished. 

5. Bill Dusenbery, N9OQK, stated that all 
members need to talk up the benefits of 

belonging to the Egyptian Radio Club.  

We need to increase our membership 
roster.  More members mean more fun 

at club sponsored events and more 
income for the club.  Our bills must be 

paid. 

6. Bill Coby, KB0MWG, reported on the 
financial details of the recent Winterfest.  

The total cost to put on the event was 
approximately $7500.00.  The profit for 

the sponsoring St. Louis & Suburban 
Radio Club was approximately $3000.  

Food sales were entirely for the Con-

vention Center profit.   

7. In closing, the Egyptian Radio Club is 

indebted to Jack Leverich for offering 
the opportunity to purchase the 

communications van at a greatly 
reduced price, for offering us space for 

our 146.76 repeater on the unused 

tower at 1215 Cole St, and space on the 
KDNL-TV transmission tower in Shrews-

bury, Missouri. 
 

Selling the club 
 

   No I am not talking about getting rid of the E. 

R. C., I am talking about recruiting new 
members for the club.  What are the ways we 

can go about this task? 

   Allow me to list a few of the advantages of 
belonging to the Egyptian Radio Club. 

 
1. We are the proud owners of our own 

communications van.  It has ham radio 

license plates on it.    Not too many 
clubs can claim this honor. 

2. The Egyptian Radio Club is 79 years old. 
3. We have an annual, very successful, 

Hamfest that we call Egyptianfest.  We 
do this on our own, with no outside 

help. 

4. We produce a monthly newsletter (of 
dubious value); but I hope it is appre-

ciated. 
5. We are behind Bubba‟s Antenner 

Kontest, and hope it is well attended 

and enjoyed. 
6. We have some of the area‟s most enter-

prizing amateur radio operators in the E. 
R. C. 

7. The old days are behind us and we are 
moving ahead with new ideas. 

 

   Why am I, your editor, writing this article?  It 
can be answered by a few words, increasing 

costs.  We did increase dues last year, for the 
first time in nearly 20 years. 

   However, our annual costs keep rising on a 

year by year basis.  We have the Liability 
Insurance policy that covers any accidents at 

the Hamfest or at a repeater site.  We have 
equipment insurance to cover damage by a 

power surge or a lightning strike.  We have auto 

insurance and license plate costs for the comm. 
van.  And, I just got word of another postage 

increase. To put it in very simple words, we 
need to increase our membership to help cover 

these costs. 



 

BUBBA½S 
RED-NECK ANTENNER CONTEST 

 
   Ok Ya‟all, heare we go with the instructyshuns 

for the Kontest. 

 
   The idear here is to see who can cun whip up 

the bestest antenner for 2 Meters FM at 146.52 
MHz, and enjoy a good feed. Now, Bubba, 

relizes not everybody has the money ta buy one 

of them fancy store-bot antenners, or knows 
where ta get the parts.  So, this here contest 

has been Bubba-fied.  That means, you can use 
anything you can find to build yer antenner with 

the odder it looks the more points ya 

get…providin‟ yer nabors don‟t cvome after the 
club for the chain link fence that used ta be in 

their back yard or ballin‟ war that used ta hold 
their home up on blocks.  It‟s considered unfair 

if‟n ya get caught rippin‟ off yer naybor‟s stuff. 
   There us an entry fee, just like at the church 

turkey shoot and barn dance.  It will cost ya 5 

bucks to enter for each antenner you enter.  
Half the entry fee goes to the winner and half 

goes to to Bubba, and he PROMISSED to donate 
it all to the local Egyptian Radio Club folks. 

 

Okay, now here are the rules… 
 

1. Yer antenner must have a SO-239 at the 
feed point.  This is so Bubba‟s helper, 

Ocifer Pat, don‟t have no trouble hookin‟ 
your contraption, er, ..I mean yer 

antenner up to the feed line.  This SO-

239 needs to be within a foot of whar 
you antenner attached to the mast 

because Ocifer Pat don‟t see too good 
from all the moonshine tasted when he 

was a youngun. 

2. Yer antenner has to weigh less than 
whatever a piece of 2” diameter PVC 

pipe that is 10 fet tall (the mast) can 
hold up safely.  This is so Ocifer Pat 

don‟t get chunked in his head when yer 

contraption falls off the mast. 
3. Everybody‟s antenner gits tested by the 

same transmitter runnin‟ the same 
amount of power.  The transmitter will 

be runnin‟ between 20 and 50 watts.  
The actual power will be determined 

before the contest.  

4. Yore antenner should be rigged up to 

handle 50 watts without melting any 

important parts. 
5. Everybody‟s antenner has to be no 

closer than 7 feet off the ground.  Too 
much droop and Gramps and Grannie 

might attack it thinkin‟ it‟s makin‟ fun of 

his stuff. 
6. Everybody‟s antenner gets tested by the 

same receiver using the same receive 
antenner to test everyboyd‟s antenner.  

That wy thee‟s no rock fights from 

someone being accused of payin‟ off the 
receiver judge. 

7. Points will be given for the receiver 
signal meter reading.  The more signal 

reading the more points given to yer 
antenner.  There will be no cheatin‟ 

allowed.  Peepers, the receiver operator 

will be given an extra strong set of 
readin‟ glasses just for the contest.  We 

got him the expensive ones ($3 from 
the Wally World store). 

8. Points will be given for how purdy yer 

antenner is. Remember, this is the part 
of the contest that Bubba judges hisself 

with able assistance from his side kick, 
Ocifer Pat. 

 
   OK, that‟s about all the rules we can think of 

for now.  If there is any additional rules that 

need to be enforced, Ocifer Pat will rule on them 
and his word is final…even if Bubba and Wally 

are the only ones in the club who can under-
stand him. 

 

PS.  There will, also, be a pot luck lunch. It will 
cost ya one dish of pot luck food to join in the 

potluck lunch.  There was a rumor goin „round 
that there was gonna be a road-kill recipe 

contest too; but Granny‟s Possum Belly Stew 

would beat all yer recipes so that was ruled out.  
It‟s just a pot luck lunch and as my buddy, 

Justin Wilson, may he rest in peace, used to say, 
ñOOOOO  WHEEEE dat shore is good. 

 
Contact K7RMJ with any questions via email at 

cuban9@charter.net. 

cuban9@charter.net


 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Post Office Box 562, Granite City, Illinois 62040-0562

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 
  Your Full Name_________________________________________Your Call_______________ 
 
  Your Address__________________________________________License Class____________ 
 
  City__________________________________State_________________Zip_______________ 
 
  Your Home phone________________________________Date of Birth______/______/______ 
 
  Your email address_____________________________@_______________________________ 
 
  Are you a member of the ARRL?__________ARES?____________MARS?__________________ 
                                                                                                   If so, give call 
  Class of membership desired:         Full             Senior (must be 65 or older)        (circle one) 

 
I hereby apply for membership in the Egyptian Radio Club, Inc. and agree to accept and follow its 
By-Laws.  Further, I agree to operate my Amateur Radio Station in accordance with the Rules and 
Regulations of the Federal Communications Commission Part 97, of the United States of America. 

 
  Signature of applicant__________________________________________________________ 

 

 
EGYPTIAN RADIO CLUB DUES STRUCTURE  

 
$3.00 per month 

Payable annually at $36.00 per year 
or quarterly at $9.00 per quarter, in January, April, July, and October. 

 
I am enclosing $__________ for my first year dues. 

 

 
       Sponsoring Member_____________________________________________ 
 

Secretary_________________________Dated____/____/____ 
 
 
 



T H  E   7  9   Y  E A R    O L  D  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Talk -in  

146.79  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Talk -in  

146.79  

PRESENTS  

Egyptianfest  2008  
       Where:  Southwestern Illinois College  

                           Nameoki Road at Maryville Road  

                           Granite City, Illinois  

 

  When:   Sunday, June 8, 2008  

               Doors open at 7 AM  

                       Same place for the la st 16 years . 

 

    ADMISSION:   $3.00 IN ADVANCE        $5.00 AT THE DOOR  
 

Prizes;    $300.00    $200.00    $100.00  
 

VEC TESTING                               ERC COMM VAN ON DISPLAY  

 

INDOOR TABLES                     HUNDRED S OF                      TAILGATING  

        $10.00                              OLD FRIENDS                              $5.00  

 

HAM RADIO VENDORS                           COMPUTER VENDORS  

 

 DONUTS AND COFFEE                     FOOD AND SODA  
 

Prizes    Prizes    Prizes    Prizes     Prizes    Prizes    Prizes  

Egyptianfest   2008  


