
 

Post Office Box 562 Á Granite City Illinois 62040-0562 Á  www.w9aiu.org 

Egyptian Radio Club, Inc. W9AIU 

JULY 2007  

FIELD DAY 2007 
   Field Day is supposed to be an exercise of our 
Emergency capabilities but Murphy is not sup-

posed to go with us.  This year good ole Murphy 
made his appearance in a number of ways.  Not 

only was the weather uncooperative; but the 
generators used to keep the batteries charged 

and supply 120VAC for lights in the trailer seem- 

ed to be working with Murphy instead of the 
club.  Donôt get me wrong, we did start and 

complete a good Field Day operation.  We just 
had to fight Mr. Murphy to do it.  

 
   The Egyptian Radio Club brought the ñW9AIU 
Emergency Communications Trailerò out of stor-

age and set up two HF stations with two ant -
ennas; a G5RV for 10 thru 80 and a Hustler 

vertical.  The vertical antenna proved to be the 

better choice when noise picked up. 

 
   What is any Field Day without food?  The ERC 

had an ample supply of food, soda and snacks.   

   Lou, AA9RT, showed up with the generators 
and the very necessary propane grill. 

 
   The first antenna to go up was the G5RV to 

operate 10 meters through 80 meters.  

         
   Here are KC9IJX, W9BEL, K7RMJ and KA9VKC 

working on the support for the center of the 

G5RV. 
   The antennas went up fairly quickly.  Most of 

our members have experience putting up in -
verted V antennas.  Trees were used for the tie 

points to keep the support vertical and to anchor 

the antenna itself.  W9AIU was operated in the 
ñ2-Alphaò category using the batteries in the 

trailer to power the radios and a generato r to 
keep the batteries charged. 

   Murphy hit the club with the use of the 

generators.  The larger generator would not stay 
in operation, the air filter was clogged with oil 

and the  spark plug  was fouled.  After replacing  



 

these parts the generator ran as it was sup-

posed to.  The smaller generator had some 
problems; but it ran well as a backup generator 

to the big one .  

 
   Here we see K7RMJ and N9PPJ working on 

the Hustler vertical.  

 
   Frank is holding the antenna while Bill and 
Marty are mounting t he Hustler to the base. 

 
   Eureka, it works.  The antenna preformed well 
and gave very good reports for the W9AIU Field 

Day In spite of Mr. Murphy, and the rain, the 

antenna preformed admirably.   Everyone had a 

great time and are ready to do it again next 
year.  The more we do this, the quicker we can 

do it.  Even though the club will not win Field 
Day with points, the result was worth the work.  
 

EGYPTIANFEST 
CORRECTION 

   Have you heard that banks do not make 

mistakes?  Donôt believe it.  When WA9BRQ 

deposited the money from the hamfest,  the 
bank counted $2329.19.  The next day I go t a 

corrected deposit slip for $2199.19.  The end 
result is that the club still made money,  

$884.22 is nothing to sneeze at. 

   Knowing what monies I deposited, I can see 
where the teller made her error.  There were 

three one hundred dollar bills and three rolls of 
quarters that she counted twice.  Of course, 

there is no way to argue with any bank; they 
are always right, even when they are wrong.  

   Now, lets put our heads together and decide 

what we need to do for the Egyptianfest 2008.  
Donôt wait until the last minute, lets get our plan 

together now.  
 

Who runs the club ? 
 

   The By-Laws say that the Board of Directors 

are responsible for the day to day operation of 
the Egyptian Radio Club, however the Board is 

answerable to the membership.  If it were not 

for this process, operation would be comparable 
to anarchy. Remember, when you do not take 

an interest in what the board is doing you are 
giving up your right to influence the decisions 

made by your club officers.  This also results in 

last minute attempts to make an ñend-runò 
around the board and standard procedures in 

order to get something done.   This can, at 

times, result in poorly plan ned and implemented 
activities that do not reflect well on the club, or 

do not meet the desires of the majority of our 

membership.   (continued on next page)      .  



 

   Now, let us address this problem realistically,  

when was the last time you attended a meeting 
of the Board of Directors?  You should know 

what is going on in our club.   Do the decisions 
of the board reflect what you want in the club? 

It is too late to have any influence after the 

fact.  Personally, I do not know what you want, 
I can not read your mind .  Everyone on the 

board would like to see you at our next 
meeting.  The first Thursday of each month the 

board meets at 6:30 PM.  Come on down  
    

F c c  records  
   Does the FCC have your personal information 

correct?  When was the last time you updated 
your information on their FRN Registration 

Page?  It is a simple matter to update your of -
ficial record with the FCC.   

   First, go to your page on QRZ.COM to obtain 

your FCC Registration Number (FRN), then log 
into the FCC official site and click on the CORES 

link on the left side of the computer screen.  
Follow the prompts for your particular needs.  

The FCC rules are written somewhat vaguely, so 
be sure you have the correct information on file.  

You may register, update or completely change 

the information they have on you.   
   Forgot your log -in password?  The FCC will be 

glad to help you log in.  Just give them a call.  
 

ERC LIST PRIVACY  
 
   A recent misunderstanding in the way confi-
dential information is to be handled resulted in 
inappropriate use of the clubs email list. Board 
policy is that emails are confidential information, 
and any member with access to the club roster 
is to avoid the open transmission of this list. This 
list is only to be used with prior approval and 
always in a manner that hides the list from 
recipients. Your board and I apologize for the 
unauthorized use of our email list and have put 
in place additional controls to ensure this will not 
happen again. 

JUNE 2007 MEMBERSHIP 
 
N9BNR RONALD S BROWNE 

W9MPD DAVID A FLOYD SR. 

N9OQK WILLIAM D DUSENBERY 

W0PH ANDY G LOZOWSKI  

KA9VKC NOLAN R ZOBRIST 

AA9RT FRANCIS L CASSADY 

W0OSQ JAMES F BERG JR. 

NE9R GLEN E HOMMERT 

WA9BRQ WALTER L WISE 

AA9UX ROYAL E HURT 

N9PPJ MARTIN W SCHULTZ III 

W9UH  DENNIS I MC CANN 

KB9AIL TOD A WEST SR 

KZ9G JESSE S JOHNSON 

KC9IJX  MARK D WILSON 

W0BCG  DAVID R DeSPAIN PE 

KC9DBY  CHARLES T LUST 

K9RKU JAMES N CLELAND 

W9EYB  THOMAS R GIBBONS 

KF6QNG  LISA M GIBBONS 

KC9IRB  BRIAN A LADIG  

WA9WOB  WILLIAM F GUENNEWIG JR 

KB0MWG  WILLIAM A. COBY 

KC9JXQ  DAVID A CARRUBA SR 

KC9KY  JACK R. LEVERICH 

KC9KGL TIMOTHY A. WIMBERLY 

N9PPM  FRED T MC CAULEY 

KB0VTK PAUL J DORAN 

K7AAB COLLIN A DVORAK 

KA4RUR FREDERICK D CARSLICK 

KC9IXO DENNIS MILLER 

N9QCJ COREY A SIMON 

W9BEL WILLIAM V BELL 

N9VQU EARL C VOSS JR 

KC9JLE  JOHN P. BROCKUS 

N9PTO ROLAND "BUD" HURT 

KC9KTS MARSHA WILSON 

K7RMJ FRANK D SHEARS 

 

ARE YOU A TRAINED SKYWARN SPOTTER? 

                      



 

ARRL membership  
&  

MESSAGE  FORM 
 

   This is the ARRL Message Form. Does it look 

simple?  It is fairly simple to fill out to be sent; 

but it takes a bit of learning to send and receive 
this form properly.  There are ñPROWORDSò to 

learn and the proper procedure for sending.  
What is the block labeled ñHXò?  What is 

ñCheckò?  Once you know, it becomes easy. 

   These message forms have been around for 
years and have been used by thousands of fine 

traffic handlers on HF and VHF.  It is beyond the 
scope of this newsletter to list the proper 

protocol for sending and receiving.  I have found 
that the ARRL does have literature detailing the 

proper procedures and heartily recommend the 

reader to purchase the manuals from them.  
   Another question comes to mind. Are you a 

member of the American Radio Relay League?  
If not, please join.  It benefits the Egyptian Ra -

dio Club and the Egyptianfest to have all of itôs 

members belonging to the ARRL.  One of the 
benefits of membership is getting the monthly 

QST magazine.  The annual dues are $39.00 
and you have representation in Washington DC 

with Congress and the FCC  Right now the ARRL 
has a lawsuit against the FCC on the subject of 

Broadband over Power Lines (BPL). 

   Your annual dues are 50% deductible on 
your income tax.  We all could use more de-

ductions.  The Egyptian Radio Club is working 
with the Federal IRS on becoming a 501(c)(3) 

organization.  Then your dues to the ERC will be 

deductible as well. 
 

 
THIS FORM MAY BE COPIED OR A BOOKLET OF FORMS MAY BE PURCHASED FROM THE ARRL. 
 



 

More Field Day photos  
Courtesy of Marsha Wilson KC9KTS  

 

 
Here are W9BEL and N9OQK plotting on how to 

capture the weak signal at 3AM. 

 

 
This is harder than it looks; just ask N9OQK, 

KC9KTS and KZ9G. 

 

On the right middle is Frank, K7RMJ, a crack CW 

operator who made over a hundred contacts during 

the night. 

 

Lower right is Jesse Johnson, KG9G doing his turn 

on phone.  Jesse likes to do the overnight shift as he 

has done at many Field Day events in the past. 

 

The total number of points still needs to be calculated 

and sent in to the ARRL.  We may not win top 

honors; but we will get our name in QST.  The ERC  

 
Marsha is doing her best.  She had a wonderful time 

at Field Day and will tell you so if you ask her. 

 
 

  
 

did a great job, had a lot of fun, and is proving that 

the Egyptian Radio Club is alive and well and able to 

do the job of emergency communications. 


